Preparing for High School Graduation

Freshman Year

e Review your schedule to make sure you are enrolled in challenging and rigorous classes. A wide
variety of advanced courses are available to you.

e  Start thinking about your career goals and talk to people in that field — ask lots of questions!

e GET INVOLVED in extracurricular activities and begin to make a resume of your activities. This will be
of great use for you when starting to apply for college admissions as well as jobs.

e Attend college fairs and ask lots of questions about admissions, majors, financial aid, programs, etc.
e  WORK HARD on your academics, grade point average, homework, and semester exams.

e Develop good work habits for homework and time management skills.

e Take the PSAT in October, you can register for the PSAT in the counseling office in September. Be
ready to do your best as the PSAT scores are not only a predictor of how well you will do on the actual
SAT but also it is used as a measure of College Readiness!

e Meet with your counselor to discuss your college plans and course schedule and endorsements

Sophomore Year

e Meet with your counselor to discuss your college plans, course schedule and endorsements. Review
your schedule to make sure you are enrolled in challenging and rigorous classes.

e  Start a calendar of important dates and deadlines.

e Get more involved in extracurricular activities and begin to make a resume of your activities.

e Attend college fairs. Ask lots of questions about majors, financial aid, support /resources

available, etc.

e TAKE THE PSAT in October you can register for the PSAT in the counseling office in September. (You
will retake the PSAT one more time in the fall of your junior year).

e Revise and update your 4 YEAR PLAN and make sure you are completing needed classes to earn your
endorsement.

Junior Year

¢ Meet with your counselor to discuss your college plans, course schedule and endorsements. Review
your schedule to make sure you are enrolled in challenging and rigorous classes.

¢ Start a calendar of important dates and deadlines, such as SAT/ACT/PSAT.

¢ Get more involved in extracurricular activities and begin to make a resume of your activities.

¢ Attend college fairs. Ask lots of questions about majors, financial aid, support /resources available,
etc.

e TAKE THE PSAT in October you can register for the PSAT in the counseling office in September.

e Revise and update your 4 YEAR PLAN and make sure you are completing needed classes to earn your
endorsement.

e Prepare for the free school day SAT given in March. You can also register for ACT tests

(optional). Practice SAT and ACT questions on-line at www.number2.com. Other free websites that offer
SAT/ACT Prep online are www.sat.collegeboard.org, ACT www.actstudent.org,

or https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sats. Sign up for the SAT question of the day

at www.collegeboard.org.

e Research colleges and universities. Try to visit colleges and have a solid list of your top four choices by
the summer of your senior year. Good websites for college searches

are: www.collegeforalltexans.com, https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org, www.actstudent.org.



http://www.number2.com/
http://www.sat.collegeboard.org/
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https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/

Senior Year

e Meet with your counselor to discuss your college plans, course schedule and endorsements. Review
your schedule to make sure you are enrolled in challenging and rigorous classes.

e Start a calendar of important dates and deadlines, such as SAT/ACT/College Admission deadlines.

o Get more involved in extracurricular activities and begin to make a resume of your activities.

¢ Attend college fairs. Ask lots of questions about majors, financial aid, support /resources available,
etc.

e Revise and update your 4 YEAR PLAN and make sure you are completing needed classes to earn your
endorsement.

e SAT/ACT tests are still available, if you need further testing. Practice SAT and ACT questions on-line
at www.number2.com. Other free websites that offer SAT/ACT Prep online

are www.sat.collegeboard.org, ACT www.actstudent.org, or https://www.khanacademy.org/test-
prep/sats. Sign up for the SAT question of the day at www.collegeboard.org.

e Research colleges and universities. Try to visit colleges and have a solid list of your top four choices by
the summer of your senior year. Good websites for college searches

are: www.collegeforalltexans.com, https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org, www.actstudent.org.

e Apply to colleges early before the deadlines: for most colleges in Texas apply

through www.applytexas.org, private and/or out of state colleges through www.commonapp.org. Some
Application Deadlines: Oct 15, Nov 15, or Dec 1 — Priority deadlines for many TX colleges/universities
(Visit each college website, as it is all dependent on what program you are seeking, etc.)

e Complete your FAFSA/TAFSA by January 15 (priority deadline). FAFSA does not open until October
1+ of your senior year. www.studentaid.gov
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