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The Official Newsletter of Gregory-Portland Junior High School: 

Home of the Worldôs Greatest Students! 

 

November 2017 

 

In this Gazette: 
Choir Notesï pages 2 & 3 

Library News ï pages 4 & 5 

Wanted Posters ï pages 6 - 10 

Comics! ï pages 11 & 12 

Sports ï pages 15 ï 18 

Opinions ï pages 21 & 22 

éand more!
 

Do you have a story to tell, or thoughts to opine? 

Do you have original photographs and/or artwork that you want the world to see? 

Do you want to make people laugh with your original jokes and or comics? 

Do you want experience in journalism? 

If ñYes!ò is your answer to any of the above questions, then you should join The GPJHS 

Gazette Staff!  Come by room C112 to get an application, or download a copy from this link:   

https://www.g-

pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Applicatio

n.pdf 

 

All issues of The GPJHS Gazette are available online, full color, at the schoolôs website.  

Hereôs how to access them: 

1. Go to www.gpisd.org 

2. Select ñG-P Junior High Schoolò from the ñSchoolsò dropdown menu. 

3. Select GPJH Gazetteò from the ñCommunityò dropdown menu. 

4. You will see links for issues of the Gazette in English & Spanish, which you may view, 

download, and/or print! 

 

éor, if youôre reading a digital copy right now, just click the link below:  

https://www.g-pisd.org/gregory-portland-junior-high-school/community/gpjh-gazette 

 

 

https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf
https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf
https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf
http://www.gpisd.org/
https://www.g-pisd.org/gregory-portland-junior-high-school/community/gpjh-gazette
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Choir  Notes 
On Saturday, October 14, 86 Gregory-Portland JH students competed in 

the TMEA Region 14 MS/JH All -Region Choir Auditions held at Tuloso-Midway Middle 

School, and 53 students earned a place in that choir! There were many challenges this year post-

Harvey, but our students worked extremely hard, learned a difficult set of music, sang their 

hearts out, and competed gracefully. I am so proud of each one of our students, and I hope you 

will share in that pride with me! 

  

Please allow me to share these results with you: 

Soprano 1 
Julia Davis ï 2nd Chair (Zone B) 

Bethany Kocik ï 3rd Chair (Zone A) 

Alanys Rios ï 3rd Chair (Zone B) 

Anika Cluff 

Sophia Garza 

Kaitlyn Clark 

Natalie Knight 

Anyssa Castillo 

Abby Akins 

Madelyn Garza 

Ella Sanchez 

Abigail Molone 

Yahaira Ruiz-Lucero 

  

Soprano 2 
Emily Berger ï 1st Chair! (Zone B) 

Skyla Martini ï 2nd Chair (Zone B) 

Rebecca Tietze ï 2nd Chair (Zone A) 

Gabriella Solis ï 4th Chair (Zone A) 

Syndi Vo ï 5th Chair (Zone A) 

Illiana Hernandez 

Abigail Schaberg 

Emily Esparza 

Makayla Rodriguez 

  

Alto  
Estrella Ortega ï 2nd Chair (Zone B) 

Caitlynn Casas ï 4th Chair (Zone B) 

Janell Gomez ï 5th Chair (Zone B) 

Shelby Drake 

Amber Clements 

Madison Gallaugher 

Elizabeth Kanapaux 

Julianna Jimenez 

Raigan Martinez 

  

 

 

 

 

Tenor 1 
Donovan Strain ï 1st Chair! 

Blake Leuschner 

Mason Rodrigue 

Ian Longoria 

Ty Adams 

Ryder Deleon 

  

Tenor 2 
Trent Hudson ï 2nd Chair! 

Mark Lara 

Camren Kluender 

Nick Hartley 

Jaden McClary 

Brandon Redden 

Levi Welch 

Isaiah Trevino 

Chance Besinaiz 

Cesar Martinez-Perez 

  

Bass 
Josue Lozano 

Anthony Martinez 

Jove Sandoval 

Elian Pulido 

Khalid Gholsby 

Joe Vasquez 

 

 

Continued on next page. 
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Choir  Notes (continued)  
Several of our students were only one or two chairs away from earning a place in the choir. It 

was tough competition this year, and they worked very hard. If you see one of these students in 

class today, please congratulate and encourage them! 

  

A special thank-you goes out to the other directors on the choral staff, Jo Lynn Niemann, Janell 

Stallard, and Terry Jacobson. Our kids continue to excel because of the team weôve built here in 

G-P. 

  

Thank you all for your continued support. We wouldnôt be able to do what we do without YOU!  

  

All Best, 

Mr. Campion 

 

 
 

 

The GPJHS Choir Fall Concert was held on October 19! 

Photos by Cara Nichols, Gazette Staffer 

 

 



GPJHS Gazette November   2017  pg. 4 

GPJHS Library News 
 

90-Second Newbery Competition!! 
 

Once again, BiblioTech and HEB Read 3 are partnering to bring 90 Second Newbery to San 

Antonio.  The 90-Second Newbery Competition is a national video contest in which kid 

filmmakers are challenged to create movies that tell the entire stories of award-winning Newbery 

Medal and Newbery Honor books in 90 seconds.  Winners are featured in screenings held in 

cities across the country including Chicago, New York, San Francisco, Portland and Minneapolis 

and SAN ANTONIO!  This program is significant on a number of levels.  First, the initiative 

promotes reading of quality literature among students ages 8-18.  It also allows the participants 

to develop academic skills such as summarization, organization, synthesis and 

communication.  The competition is creative and challenging and the screening provides a forum 

for well-deserved public recognition of hard work.  Most importantly, it is just plain fun.   They 

will select the top 20 entries to be screened at the 3rd Annual 90 Second Newbery San Antonio 

Screening at the Mays Family Center of the Witte Museum on February 3, 2018. Cash prizes will 

be awarded to the top 4 entries for a literacy initiative, school library, or non-profit organization 

of the winnersô choice. 

  

Donôt wait!  Now is the time 

to begin working on your 

videos.  Submission deadline 

is January 12, 

2018.  Information is 

available below.   

                                                                                                                      

Who is Eligible:   Students - Ages 8-18 

  

Where to go for information:    James Kennedyôs website:  http://90secondnewbery.com 

 

 

Destiny 
Destiny is what we use for our library catalog, a listing of all of the materials available in our 

library.  You can access Destiny online at gpisd.follettdestiny.com (no ñwwwò at the beginning) 

or, if youôre reading this issue online, just click this link: 

https://gpisd.follettdestiny.com/cataloging/servlet/presentadvancedsearchredirectorform.do?l2m=

Library%20Search&tm=TopLevelCatalog 

 

Continued on next page. 
 

http://90secondnewbery.com/
https://gpisd.follettdestiny.com/cataloging/servlet/presentadvancedsearchredirectorform.do?l2m=Library%20Search&tm=TopLevelCatalog
https://gpisd.follettdestiny.com/cataloging/servlet/presentadvancedsearchredirectorform.do?l2m=Library%20Search&tm=TopLevelCatalog
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                      2017 TEXAS LONE STAR READING LIST        

Author  Title  

Brody, Jessica A Week of Mondays  

Carter, Aimee Simon Thorn and the Wolf's Den  

Collier, Peter 
Choosing Courage: Inspiring True Stories of 
What It Means to Be a Hero  

Davies, Linda Longbow Girl  

Eagar, Lindsay Hour of the Bees  

Elliott, Kate  Court of Fives  

Gangsei, Jan Zero Day  

Gratz, Alan Code of Honor  

Graudin,  Ryan Wolf By Wolf  

Harrington, 
Karen 

Mayday  

Henry, April  The Girl I Used to Be  

Jobling, Curtis  Max Helsing and the Thirteenth Curse  

Khoury, Jessica The Forbidden Wish  

Khoury, Jessica Kalahari  

Liss, David Randoms  

Long, Susan Hill 
The Magic Mirror: Concerning a Lonely 
Princess, a Foundling Girl, a Scheming King 
and a Pickpocket Squirrel  

Magoon, Kekla Shadows of Sherwood  

Reynolds, Jason Ghost  

Sands, Kevin The Blackthorn Key  

Welch, Jenna 
Evans 

Love and Gelato  

 

 

Box Tops for Education 
Please clip, collect and bring your Box Tops coupons to school.  Money 

raised will support our school library!  Box Tops collection bins are 

located in the front office, the library, and several teachersô classrooms.  

For more information about the program and/or to register as a 

supporter of our school, please visit www.boxtops4education.com 

 

The Texas Lone 

Star list is a 

recommended 

reading list 

developed by 

librarians for 

middle school 

students.  The list 

is intended to 

encourage 

students to explore 

a variety of 

current books with 

various genres, 

interests, and 

subjects.  This 

year if your child 

reads all  20 books 

on the list, they 

will be invited to a 

Texas style BBQ 

in May!!  Here is a 

list of our 2017 

Texas Lone Star 

books.    

     

Happy Reading!!  

     ~ Ms. Costilla 

GPJHS Librarian 

 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/


GPJHS Gazette November   2017  pg. 6 

TX History Students Form Multiple Manhunts 
Mrs. Cullisonôs Intensive Texas History students recently designed ñWantedò posters for 

historyôs notorious explorers. Here are some samples of their outstanding work! 

 

Poster designed by Diego Aguillon 
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Poster designed by Mikayla Fellers 
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Poster designed by Misha Stegall 
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Poster designed by Peyton Felchak 
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Poster designed by Vincent Nguyen 
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Comics!      By Dante Ellis, Gazette Staff er 

 
Continued on next page.  
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Meet Cara Nichols 

GPJHS Gazette Staffer 
Hobbies: Drawing, listening to music 

Favorite Book(s): Corpse Party: Blood Covered 

Favorite Game(s): Danganronpa: Trigger Happy Havoc, 

Danganronpa 2: Goodbye Despair, Undertale 

Favorite music, artist or genre: ALL GENRES 

Something about me that might surprise people: I enjoy MEMES 

 
 

NJHS - National Junior Honor Society 
  

Upcoming events for NJHS include: 

Nov.: Food Drive for Portland Food Pantry 

Dec.: Toy Drive 

Jan.-Feb.: Pennies for Patients benefitting the Leukemia & Lymphoma 

Society 

Feb.-March: Identify candidates for induction and issue invitations to 

approved candidates 

April: 2018-19 Induction Ceremony, Adopt-a-Beach at Sunset Lake Park 

May: 2017-18 NJHS Field Trip, Elections for 2018-19 officers 

For more information about NJHS, please contact Mrs. Hayward    khayward@g-pisd.org  

 

STAAR Testing ï Be Prepared! 
Prepare for the future by learning from the past.  Visit this website for actual 

STAAR materials from previous school years: 

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/STAAR_Released_Test_Questions 

 

mailto:khayward@g-pisd.org
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/STAAR_Released_Test_Questions
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Academic U.I.L. Teams Still Forming 
 U.I.L. (University Interscholastic League) Academic Competition is a great way to master and 

use your skills in a friendly, yet competitive day-long meet. Students have the opportunity to 

train with eager teachers and form friendships with other 

students from different districts. Events your child could 

compete in are: Art, Calculator Application, Chess, 

Dictionary Skills, Editorial Writing, Impromptu Speaking, 

Listening Skills, Maps, Charts, and Graphs, General Math, 

Modern Oratory, Number Sense, Oral Reading, Ready 

Writing, Science, Social Studies, and Spelling. Thereôs 

still time to join many of these groups!  

This yearôs competition will be at Calallen Middle School on February 10. 

 For further information about sponsors and descriptions of events, please: 

* visit the UIL website: https://www.uiltexas.org/academics  

* or contact Ms. Young, our U.I.L. Campus Coordinator:  jyoung@g-pisd.org 

 

 

Meet Mrs. Acker 
What do you do at GPJHS? Special Education Inclusion 

Paraprofessional 

Education/experience: Graduated High School in Ohio then 

moved to Texas where I attended Del Mar College. I continued my 

education and am also a Texas state licensed insurance agent. 

Hobbies: Traveling, scrap booking, photography, crafting, 

attending plays and spending time with my family. 

Favorite Book(s): Disney backstory books - Fairest of Them All, 

The Beast Within, Poor Unfortunate Souls 

Favorite Game(s): I LOVE games and sports! Cornhole, Football, 

Softball, Soccer and Cheerleading. 

Favorite music, artist or genre: Top 40, Texas Country, 80's, 

Blue October, Elvis Presley and Christmas Music 

Something about me that might surprise people: I do beauty pageants! I am MRS. TEXAS 

with Bella Rose Pageantry. I have completed and been crowned on the local, state and national 

level competitions.  I currently hold back-to-back Texas state titles as well as Mrs. San Antonio 

with Bella Rose Pageantry, Mrs. North Texas and Mrs. Guadalupe County for Miss Heart of the 

USA and am also the reigning 2017 Mrs. Oysterfest! 
 

https://www.uiltexas.org/academics
mailto:jyoung@g-pisd.org
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The Ladycats Fight Back 
By Bri Turner ï GPJHS Gazette Staff 

On September 23rd, the 7th grade Ladycat Volleyball team participated in the Flour Bluff 16 

team tourney where they took 3rd place. The Ladycats dominated their pool by winning 5 out of 

6 sets; they played defeating Martin, Hoas and Tom Browne Middle Schools. In the 

championship bracket, the Ladycats first met up with Adkins Private School and defeated them 

in 3 sets. Moving forward they faced Calallen, which the Ladycats lost the match due to many 

unforced errors, placing them in the quest for 3rd place against Alice. According to Coach 

Davila: Playing well defensively were: Katrina Horst, McKenzie Saathoff and Rheanna Aguirre. 

Playing well offensively were: Keira Vest, Caylor Nesloney and Caitlynn Casas. Many great 

assists by: Abigail Schaberg and M. Saathoff. Serving well for the girls were: M. Saathoff, R. 

Aguirre, K. Vest, and C. Nesloney. Great job, Ladycats! 

 

The Real Ladycats Come Back 
By Bri Turner ï GPJHS Gazette Staff 

On Saturday, September 30th, the 7th grade Ladycat A team traveled to participate in the 

Calallen tournament. The Ladycats earned 4th place, but Coach Davila pointed out that their 

development as a team and growth in the game was a greater gain than the place they were 

awarded. Playing well at the net were: Caitlynn Casas and Keira Vest. Playing well covering the 

backcourt were: Rheanna Aguirre and Katrina Horst. Making many good plays all around the 

court were: Karah Felt, Caylor Nesloney, Abigail Schaberg and McKenzie Saathoff. Great job, 

Ladycats! 

 

Meet Brianna Turner  

GPJHS Gazette Staffer 
Hobbies: Volleyball, Writing  

Favorite Book(s): donôt have one  

Favorite Game(s): donôt have one  

Favorite music, artist or genre: hip-hop / pop  

Something about me that might surprise people: Iôm smart! 
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Meet Coach Kenne 
What do you do at GPJHS? I teach 7th grade Texas History and coach 8th 

grade girls athletics 

Education/experience: I graduated from Stephen F. Austin in 

Nacogdoches TX and this is my 22nd year of teaching and coaching. 

Hobbies: Don't really have any hobbies but I love car racing/shows 

Favorite Book(s): The Holy Bible 

Favorite Game(s): Don't really have the time to play games 

Favorite music, artist or genre: I love contemporary Christian music.. it 

just lifts my spirit 

Something about me that might surprise people: I was a flight attendant 

during 9-11 and was stuck in Orlando for 4 days. 
 

 

 

Pink Out & Shout!  
Brooke Moreno, Courtney Teeter, Raigan Martinez and the rest of the GPJHS Cheerleaders at 

the Pink-Out Pep Rally to promote breast cancer awareness on October 17. 

Photo by Cara Nichols, Gazette Staffer 

 

 

Stay on Top of Your Grades with Skyward 
Get the jump on progress reports and report cards!  Check your grades online, using the 

dropdown link in ñQuick Linksò at www.g-pisd.org , or (if youôre reading a digital copy right 

now) click this link: 

https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedugregporttx/fwemnu01.w 

 

http://www.g-pisd.org/
https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedugregporttx/fwemnu01.w
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Football Photojournalism 
Words and pictures by Conner Myers, Gazette Staffer 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page. 


