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Academic U.I.L. Gearing Up for Competition 
 U.I.L. (University Interscholastic League) Academic Competition is a great way to master and 

use your skills in a friendly, yet competitive day-long meet. Students have the opportunity to 

train with eager teachers and form friendships with other 

students from different districts. Events your child could 

compete in are: Art, Calculator Application, Chess, 

Dictionary Skills, Editorial Writing, Impromptu Speaking, 

Listening Skills, Maps, Charts, and Graphs, General Math, 

Modern Oratory, Number Sense, Oral Reading, Ready 

Writing, Science, Social Studies, and Spelling. Thereôs 

still time to join many of these groups!  

This yearôs competition will be at Calallen Middle School on Saturday, February 10. 

 For more information about sponsors and descriptions of events, please visit the UIL website: 

https://www.uiltexas.org/academics or contact Miss Young, our U.I.L. Campus Coordinator:  

jyoung@g-pisd.org 

 

Round Table Knights Matthew Goodlad and Diego Aguillon sharpen their skills for UIL Chess. 

 

https://www.uiltexas.org/academics
mailto:jyoung@g-pisd.org
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Catôs Club 
 Cat's Club is a reward for students who meet or exceed the criteria for good behavior and 

academic excellence.  For each 9-week grading period, students who meet the criteria will be 

able to participate in this reward program.  This can include but is not limited to; field trips in 

town or to a nearby area or an on campus activity such as movies, karaoke, and games.  The 

criteria set forth by the campus is shown below. 

By the end of the 2nd progress report within each 9-week grading period, students should have: 

¶ Maintained an 80 or above in every class, 

¶ no more than 2 unexcused absences, 

¶ no ISS referrals, no suspensions, no DAEP placements,  

¶ and no more than 3 tardies. 
 

Some of the field trips may include costs, such as: entrance fees, food, and travel.  Students who 

qualify for Catôs Club will  be given a permission slip with the information for the event, a lunch 

order form, and any other necessary paperwork. The paperwork must be completed and signed 

by the parent, and forms and money must be turned in by the deadline.   

Students who do not qualify for Catôs Club will not be punished, but will remain on campus and 

continue with their regular class schedule.  If a student qualifies but chooses not to participate in 

the event, the student will remain on campus and will also follow the regular class schedule. 

The dates set for the Catôs Club events may be subject to change due to availability of venues, 

number of students participating, and programs and other events scheduled throughout the 

year.  Students meeting the above criteria (and their parents) will be notified in advance of the 

dates, locations, and any fees for the events.  
 

On Wed., Nov. 8th, Catôs Club students had an undersea adventure at the Texas State Aquarium! 
 

  
Photos by Mrs. Dornak 

 

Mark Your Calendar  
There are a lot of exciting events coming soon to a GPJHS near you; to see when they will 

happen, visit the schoolôs website, or click the link below! 

https://www.g-pisd.org/gregory-portland-junior-high-school/calendar/happening-now-event-calendar 

 

https://www.g-pisd.org/gregory-portland-junior-high-school/calendar/happening-now-event-calendar
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Growth in 2018 
Next year, we will welcome GP 6th graders to our campus and officially become Gregory-

Portland Middle School!  Our campus leadership team will be meeting with teachers and staff 

from the Intermediate campus to make this a smooth transition.  We are looking forward to 

aligning our curriculum and working for the betterment of our students.  Stay tuned for more 

details soon! 

 

Choir Notes 
On December 12, the GPôs angels sang in a Holiday Concert at the GPJHS auditorium.  Great 

job, everyone! 

  
Photos by Mrs. Dornak 

 
 

Got Choir  Pictures?   
If you want others to get them, you’ve got to Gazette them!  Become a Gazette photographer 

today!   Pick up a staff application in room C112 or online at: 
https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf 

 

 

Wanted: Parent Volunteers                
Please apply at the schoolôs front office to join the ranks of our awesome parent volunteers! 

For more information about the Academic Booster Club (ABC), please contact Mrs. Nichols: 

dnichols@g-pisd.org  

 

https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf
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Band Notes 
Here are the 2017-2018 GPJHS Band Rosters: 

 

Blue Band 
Flute 

Brooke Moreno 

Livia Smith 

Angelena Barboza 

Mckenzie Saathoff 

 

Clarinet 

Scott Gilbert 

Emma Peralta 

Isabella Garcia 

Marisela Rocha 

Kenneth Allocco 

Sophia Martinez 

 

Bass Clarinet 

Diondray Parker 

Omar Mariscal 

 

Alto Saxophone 

Dustin Madsen 

Misha Stegall 

 

Tenor Saxophone 

Amanda McAda 

 

Bari Saxophone 

Anthony Harris 

 

Trumpet 

Laney Bustos 

Jacob Gansle 

Quinn Smith  

Steven Lindsey 

Wyatt Wiatrek 

Jacob Thomas 

 

Horn 

Ryan Fudge 

Peyton Felchak 

Laura Bennett 

Jazmin Flowers 

 

 

 

Trombone 

Cameron Bonneau 

Nathalie Gonzales 

Lacey Davis 

Grace Briseno 

 

Baritone 

Clayton Cates 

Matthew Rush 

 

Tuba 

Ella Spencer 

Juan Martinez 

 

Percussion 

Aiedan Acosta 

Brennen Forsythe 

Santiago Guzman 

Mia Aleman 

Alaina Aleman 

Olivia Saunders  

 

Red Band 
Trombone 

Ryan Pfeil 

Blake Farr 

Ariana Dewey 

Alexander Janssen 

Logan Lopez 

Blaine Cantu 

 

Clarinet 

Camry Maris 

Madelyn Kocik 

Mia Sifuentes 

Konnor Soloway 

 

Bass Clarinet 

Matthew Goodlad 

 

Tuba  

Juan Flores  

Tyler Barker 

 

Flute 

Sara Langton 

Trinity Grimes 

Ariel Castellano 

Zoe Garza 

Savanna Lopez  

 

Alto Saxophone 

Cristian Villeda 

Robin Pasahol 

Vincent Nguyen 

 

Trumpet 

TJ Elliott 

Emily Maher 

Hayden Buller 

Katelyn Decker 

EôVondre Torres 

 

Horn 

Kathryn Smith 

Andrew Bell 

Cody Wright 

Gavin Nunez 

Dakota Banks 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Red Band(Continued) 
Baritone 

William Harris 

Christian Garrett 

Deven Guzman 

Logan Cisneros 

 

 

Percussion 

Dominic Madrid 

Nathan Flores 

Alec Ochoa 

Holden Vela  

Tyler Saathoff 

Sean Rios 

 

Contra-Alto Clarinet 

Austin Sciba 

 

Tenor Saxophone 

Koda Honig 

 

Concert Band
Flute 

Megan Yzaguirre 

Joli Larivey 

Jennifer McVay 

Averie Scott 

 

Baritone 

Jaykob Hernandez 

Lucas Santos  

Lauren Spencer 

Damien Quesada 

 

Tuba 

Sunny Page 

Trumpet 

Zachary Lofthouse 

Dante Ellis 

Isaac Garcia 

Jayden Lindsay 

Kenzey McClellen-Self 

 

Clarinet 

Ricky Rogers 

Hollyce Rhodes 

Melany Castillo 

Ashley Morehead 

 

 

Alto Saxophone 

Caden Lackey  

Alton Menard 

Connor Channing  

 

Horn 

Atreju Martinez 

Emily Odom 

Joshua Vaughan 

 

Percussion 

Cadence Phelps 

Dale Loveland 

Haleigh Sanchez 

 

Got Band Pictures?   
If you want others to get them, you’ve got to Gazette them!  Become a Gazette photographer 

today!   Pick up a staff application in room C112 or online at: 
https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf 

 
 

Gazette Q & A 
Q: Why am I (and/or my friend) not listed or pictured in a story about our group or event? 

A: Several parents have requested that their children not be pictured nor listed in school 

publications.  This applies to the yearbook, as well as the GPJH Gazette.  While it may seem 

inconvenient or awkward, we should always respect parentsô desires to protect their children. 

 
 

https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf
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Learning is Delicious in ELA 
In December, several ELA students made cookies, as part of a procedural text exercise.  

Following directions is an important life skill; it can also be a tasty talent!  Big thanks to Mrs. 

Ross, Mrs. Hayward, and all of the family members & friends who provided pictures (and 

kitchen space) for this sweet project! 

Abby Krisl 

 
 

Amber Clements

 
 

Brooklyn Thedin 

 
 

Axel Maese 

 
 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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Caitlynn Casas

 
 

Cayden Cano

 
 

 

 

Dale Loveland 

 
 

Jennifer_McVay

 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Hunter_Sowell

 
 

Madelynn Gross

 

Diego Aguillon 

 
 

Marisela Rocha

 
 

Quinn Smith

 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Mikayla Fellers 

  
 

Natalie Flores

 

Oline Vatland

  
 

Nicolas Watts

 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Stephanie Vasquez

  
 

Rylie Cruz

  

Taylyn Scott

  
 

Vincent Nguyen

  
 

TJ Elliott 

 
Yum!
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Pep Rally 

 
At the December 14 pep rally, students, faculty and guests enjoyed some great performances by 

our band, choir and cheerleaders, plus a Cheeto throw and a plunger race!  What will happen at 

the next GPJHS pep rally? 

 

Got School Spirit  Pictures?   
If you want others to get them, you’ve got to Gazette them!  Become a Gazette photographer 

today!   Pick up a staff application in room C112 or online at: 
https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf 

 

STAAR Testing ï Be Prepared! 
STAAR testing will be here soon! Prepare for the future by learning from the 

past.  Visit this website for actual STAAR materials from previous school years: 

 http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/STAAR_Released_Test_Questions 

 

 

https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/personal/3133/Documents/Gazette/GPJHS_Gazette_Student_Staff_Application.pdf
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/STAAR_Released_Test_Questions
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Winter Wonderland!  
GPJHS students enjoyed a frosty adventure on the morning of December 8.  Most of our students 

were only infants during the ñChristmas Miracle of 2004ò, so this was an opportunity for many 

of them to actually hold/touch/feel/throw snow for the first time!  Before the snow melted, many 

teachers allowed their students to go outside and learn more about this rare (rare for South 

Texas) natural phenomenon.  Thank you to all of the photographers who shared these pictures! 
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Theatre Arts 

 

Mrs. Leisherôs 7th-&-8th-grade Beginning Theatre students produced and performed their free 

Christmas variety show(s), ñCanôt Wait for Christmasò, for the public on December 7th. 

1st period ï ñWhatôs Under the Christmas Tree?ò 

  ñMean Guys plus Oneò 

  ñThe Christmas Disasterò 

4th period - ñRudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeerò 

  ñGrandma Got Run Over by a Reindeerò 

  ñGrinch Mashupò 

5th period - ñThe Elf Rebellionò 

6th period - ñSilent Nightò 

          ñThe Dysfunctional Grinch Family Christmasò 

                   ñMean Girlsò parody 

7th period - ñClausarellaò 

     ñJingle Bells Hip Hopò 

Good show(s), everyone! 
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NJHS 

Congratulations to all of Gregory-Portland Junior High for raising 6,006.35 pounds of food for 

Portland Food Pantry in the 2017 NJHS Food Drive. 7th grade collectively donated 3,989.80 

pounds. Mrs. Rhoades class was the big winner with 1,120.10 pounds collected. 8th grade 

collectively donated 2,006.55 pounds with Mrs. Barnardôs class contributing 913.05. 

Way to go GPJHS! Thanks for all your support this holiday season! See you all next year! 

- Mrs. Hayward 
National Junior Honor Society, Gregory-Portland Junior High  

 

Members of the GPJHS National Junior Honor Society also celebrated the holiday season in 

December with an after-school party and toy drive. Students donated toys to Christmas for Kids, 

a non-profit organization that donates to approximately 500 kids in San Patricio County! 

   

NJHS members pictured above include: Joshua Ferdon, Juan Flores, Coyt Winckler, Tyler 

Saathoff, Jakob Smith, Christian Kahl, Camdyn Grumbles, Lindsey Rodriguez, Keira Sablatura, 

Sadie Russell, Madelyn Kocik, Savannah Giles, and Emily Berger. 

 
(Continued on next page.) 
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NJHS members Trinity Grimes, Caitlyn Hart, Rebecca Tietze, Jakob Smith, Madelyn Ward, 

Nathalie Gonzales, and Alaina Aleman enjoy food and friendship, while other members put a 

…twist on the holiday festivities. 

 

Box Tops for Education 
Turn your trash into cash for our school!  Please clip, collect and 

bring your Box Tops coupons to school.  Money raised will support 

our school library!  Box Tops collection bins are located in the front 

office, the library, and several teachersô classrooms.  For more 

information about the program and/or to register as a supporter of 

our school, please visit www.boxtops4education.com 

 

Wanted: Creativity & Talent  
We are looking for artists and photographers to tke pictures of (and write about) school events, 

and/or design covers for future issues of The GPJHS Gazette.  If youôre interested in sharing 

your work with the world (itôll be on the internet), please see Mr. Thomas in room C112! 

 

Gazette Q & A 
Q: Why did the Gazette cover this event, but not others? 

A: The Gazette is different from most newspapers, in that stories are not assigned; students and 

teachers who want an event covered will send information and/or pictures for/from that event to 

the editor.  Sometimes, coaches or faculty sponsors will ask parents to take and send pictures of 

an event.  If there is something youôd like to see (or see more often) in the Gazette, tell a Gazette 

staffer or teacher, or (if youôre a student) you may join the Gazette staff, and do it yourself ï 

weôd love to see your work!  Remember: If you want people to get it, you need to Gazette it! 

 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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New Yearôs Resolutions 
In December, students were asked if they had resolutions for the new year of 2018; here are 

some of their responses: 

 

 ñThis year, my New Year's resolution is to be better in art. I will try to draw realistic drawings 

such as fruits or vegetables. I will also try to publish some comics for the GP Gazette and create 

more ideas for funny comics. I will also try to keep a neat notebook full of drawing prompts. 

Another one of my resolutions is to get higher grades. My grades are fine but it doesn't hurt to try 

and get it higher.ò - Jordan Manahan 

 

ñMy New Year's resolution for 2018, I guess is a bit of an odd one out, to put that in a nice way. 

This entire thing is going to be most likely full of grammar mistakes and sadness, so prepare 

yourself. My New Year resolution is to not look down on myself so much. If you are an artist 

like me, you know in our community we don't have the greatest attitudes. To ourselves, I should 

say. We often lift up everyone else and encourage them but we often do the opposite for 

ourselves. We mostly beat ourselves down to make us feel lower. Some artists use that as fuel 

and determination to strive to be better but... their standards always rise for themselves and it 

gets unhealthy. What I mean is when you beat yourself down to use as fuel to make yourself 

better, you always see your self image as something that can be better. This is something that I, 

myself, struggle with and would really rather not. I encourage other people, who see themselves 

as lower beings, to join me in on this. Self doubt is a deadly disease. You can't exactly see a 

doctor for it. You have to be your own doctor.ò - Kariane McMahon  

 

ñMy resolution is to not accidentally kick my dog as much, and not get mad at my mom very 

often ò - Cara Nichols 

 

ñMy New Year's resolution is to start practicing percussion to become a better player. I'm 

assuming that that's how you make a New Year's resolution? So I will start on New Year's, I 

don't know how resolutions work.ò - Cadence Phelps 

 

ñFor my New Year's Resolution, I am going to and run two miles between 8 to 15 minutes. I am 

going to work on doing something for my family like have games or fun activities this year. 

That's my New Year's Resolution for this year.ò - Bianca Reyna 

 

ñI want to play soccer again and make it to state and then win state again!!!ò - Makayla 

Rodriguez 

 

ñI donôt believe in new year's resolutions.ò - Jayden Terrell 

 

ñI want to try to own a bucket. Try to get a cat and dog at the same time! Exercise more... I want 

to try to get angry less! EAT A WHOLE JAR OF CEESEBALLS!ò - P.J. Garcia 

 

(Continued on next page.) 
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New Yearôs Resolutions (Continued) 
 ñMy New Year's resolutions are: to work on things I think need improvement, like my spelling. 

I also need to work on my time management. I also need to work on remember things. These are 

some of the things I think I need to work on more.ò - Toni Joskiewich 

 

ñI want to stay the same as this year.ò - Ryder Deleon 

  

ñNo, I do not have a New Year's resolution. I believe that I do not need one because I do the 

same thing every year actually. I go to school, go outside every now and then to give myself a 

break on things, and like all, I get ready for a new day, every other day. Although, all the days 

are the same as always. So every time a new year comes I just remind myself to be the best 

person I can be than what I was the year before. That's all it takes, just me telling myself a couple 

words is pretty much summing up what I'm going to do for my New Year's. - Jurnee Torres 

 

ñI want to learn how to do dub full in, quad back,trip front, and trip cody to dub kaboom.ò             

- Noah Turner 

 

ñTo give my teachers more respect.ò - Michael Vidaurre  

 

ñI want to get better at math so I can get good grades to make my parent happy about what I did 

and I want to get better at helping people I know so they can do nice things to me one day and I 

need to get better is history it is really fun but I just need to get better at it one day so that what I 

want to do for my new year resolution.ò - Seth Davis 

 

ñTo be more organized; I'm always losing something.ò - Alton Menard 

 

 
 

February Gazette Essay Contest 
What do you love about GPJHS?  Tell us!   

In a 75-to-100-word essay, write about something or someone that makes GPJHS special for 

you, and explain why this person, class, or activity is so awesome!  Your essay must be: 

- Typed and saved as a Microsoft Word document 

- No less than 75 words, but no more than 100 words (remember: Microsoft Word has a 

word counter!) 

- Submitted as an attachment through the authorôs school (not personal) e-mail account 

 

This contest is open to all GPJHS students and staff.  Please proofread your work before you 

send your essay (via your school e-mail account only) to tthomas@g-pisd.org with ñGazetteò in 

the subject line.  Winners will be published in the February Gazette! 
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Valentineôs Dance Party 
We are planning a Fire & Ice Valentine dance on February 10, 

2018 from 7pm - 10pm; look around and listen to morning 

announcements for more details soon!  In the meantime, 

teacher and parent volunteers are always welcome! (see pg 4) 

 

Grade Check with Skyward 
Check your grades online and get the jump on progress reports and report cards; hereôs how: 

1. Use the link at www.g-pisd.org , or (if youôre reading a digital copy) click this link: 

https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedugregporttx/fwemnu01.w 

2. Your Student Skyward Login (Login ID): The 1st five letters of your last name (if your last 

name is less than five letters, you will need to type spaces - enough to equal five characters) and 

1st three letters of your first name, followed by 000 (three zeroes). Some students may have a 

001, 002, etc.  

  Login ID Examples:  

  gonzajau000 (Juan Gonzalezôs Login ID) 

  gonzajau001 (newer student, Juanita Gonzalez's Login ID)  

  cox  cou000 (Courtney Coxôs Login ID ï note the two spaces after ñcoxò) 

* Your teachers may look up your ñStudent Access Loginò for you, if you ask nicely. 

3. Your password should be your student ID (lunch) number. 

 

Journalism Class Coming to 

GPJHS (GPMS) 2018-2019 
We will be offering Journalism as a new elective in the 2018-2019 

school year!  Students in this class will be producing content for the 

school yearbook, the school website, and the Gazette, while 

learning the principles and practices of journalism.  If this sounds 

like something you want to do, keep it in mind when registering for 

next year.  More information about electives and registration will 

be available in a few weeks.  In the meantime, thereôs still room on 

the Gazette staff today!  See you next month! 

 

 

http://www.g-pisd.org/
https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedugregporttx/fwemnu01.w

