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Members of the high school colorguard perform during the 
Middle and High School Christmas Concert held Tuesday 
night at the Ray Akins Wildcat Stadium. If you would like to 
watch the concert video produced by Mr. Rains’ video pro-
duction team, go to https://vimeo.com/491222222.

photo by Kristen Alvarado

The 2021 Wildcat
If you have a parent, grandparent or great-grandparent 
who graduated at G-P and would like their senior photo 
in this year’s yearbook, please contact Camry Maris or 
Bruno Matallanes through Teams chat. Please tell them 
your name, relative’s name and the year they gradu-
ated. We will take a photo of the image, verify with you 
that it is correct, and then prep it for placement in the 
book.  

Flashback

Senior Portraits
Includes Virtual and Face to Face (F2F) 
Date: Thursday, Jan. 21 and Friday, Jan. 22 
Where: Turf Room 
Time: Will be hourly by alpha (for example purposes 
only: Last names A and B @ 8-9 a.m.) 
Attire: Because of Covid restrictions, we will not do 
tux and drape this year. Dress will be business casual/
semi-formal, and students will supply attire.

Student Portraits
Includes Virtual and F2F 
Date: Thursday, Jan. 28 and Friday, Jan. 29 
Where: Turf Room 
Time: Will be hourly by alpha 
Attire: School dress code 

Senior Siblings and Friends Photos
If you would like a senior sibling photo in the yearbook,  
please submit by placing it in the Senior Siblings folder 
located in the files section of Yearbook Senior Teams. 
Along with your picture, be sure to put your first and 
last name as well as the names of your siblings. If you 
prefer, you can also submit a picture of when you and 
your siblings were younger.

This year we are also doing senior friends. Please sub-
mit them into the Senior Friend’s folder located in the 
files section of the Yearbook Seniors Teams. We do not 
need your names for these pictures. 

If you have any further questions, please send a Teams 
chat to either Kristen Alvarado or Mr. Ploch. 

How To Order a 2021 Yearbook
Yearbooks can be ordered by going to commpe.pictavo.
com. Purchase options for previous years’ books are 
available.  

HS, MS Bands Perform
Christmas Concert;
Video Available Online

Page 10        Testing Information

Page 11-13    College, Scholarship Info, Food Drive

Page 14-15    Fun Stuff

Page 2         Signings

Page 4         From Team Volleyball

http://vimeo.com/491222222


Freshman Year
2016 PGBA 16U Corpus Christi Holiday Classic All-tourna-
ment team 
2017 PGBA 14U South Zone Qualifier All-tournament team 
Varsity Letterman

Sophomore Year
2018 WWBA 16U Central Region State Champions
2019 PGWWB 16U South National Championship All-tourna-
ment team
2019 PGWWBA 16U South National Champions 
2019 District 29-5A Co-Champions
2019 District 29-5A Bi-District Champions 
2019 29-5A Honorable Mention All-District Catcher 
Varsity Letterman
Junior Year
2020 WWBA 17U South Championship All-tournament team
2020 WWBA 17U South Championship Most Valuable Player
2020 PG17U South World Series All-tournament team 
2020 PG Pre-Season Underclass All-American 
2020 WWBA 17U South Champions 
2020 Top 500 National Ranking
Varsity Letterman

Walker is the son of Billy and Lucretia Janek.

G-PHS Signings 
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Walker Janek, catcher, signs with Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX

Malachi Lott, pitcher, signs with the University of Houston, Houston TX
Freshman year
Runner up New Comer of the Year
Varsity Letterman
Sophomore Year
District 29-5A 2nd Team All District 
Varsity Letterman
Junior Year
4-0 Pitching Record 0.00 ERA (1 of 16 pitches in 5A)
Top 10 in Wins and Stolen Bases
THSB.com-5A 1st Half Pitcher of the Year
Perfect Game-Pre-Season Texas All High School 2nd 
Team (Texas)
2020 THSB.Com 5A Region IV Top 50 Player

Malachi is the son of Jodie and Garrett Scanlan.

Kandice Rowe, outside hitter, signs with West Texas A&M, Canyon, TX

Freshman year
District 30-5A Newcomer of the Year
District 30-5A Academic All District
All South Texas Newcomer of the Year
Sinton All-Tournament Team
Varsity Letterman

Sophomore Year
District 29-5A Hitter of the Year
District 29-5A Academic All District
Texas Sports Writers Association-Honorable Mention 
Outside Hitter
All South Texas- 1st Team
McDonalds SpikeFest-MVP All Tournament
AVCA Team Academic Award
Varsity Letterman
Junior Year
District 29-5A -1st Team All District
District 29-5A Academic All District
AVCA-Phenom Watchlist
TGCA-All Star Athlete-Blue Team
All South Texas-2nd Team
AVCA-Team Academic Award
Senior Year
AVCA-Under Armor All American Watchlist
1440 KEYS-Student Athlete of the Week

Kandice is the daughter of Kenith and Nicole Rowe.

photos by Jenna Burkham                                        
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We Are Strong- We Are Proud- We Are One!

Mentor Club helps students prepare for future

Gavin Sinclair is the president and 
founder of the Mentor Club. His hard 
work and passion for what he does 
is helping many elementary school 
students find an idea of what they 
want to do and accomplish through-
out the course of their lives.

“Mentor Club is a club that aims 
to guide elementary students who are in Gifted & 
Talented (G-T) toward their interests and hobbies 
and to help them understand what they want to 
do when they grow up,” he said.

They do this by having high school students 
who are involved in the Mentor Club instruct and 
mentor elementary-level students who are inter-
ested in the same subjects.

“Someone would want to join Mentor Club if 
they want to help young ones find their passions, 
which is something I’m passionate about, as I 
want to see people live up to their potential,” he 
said.

If someone would like to join the Mentor Club, 

they must go see Mrs. Cady in 
Room C114, and they would be 
added to the Microsoft Teams 
group.

“Students involved in Mentor 
Club will strengthen their ability 
to teach, which is an important 
skill,” Sinclair said. “They will 
also be satisfied in knowing that 
the children they mentored will 

go away knowing more about what they wish to 
do in life. Their satisfaction becomes your satisfac-
tion.”

Sinclair said in the past they have run into is-
sues with fundraising and student connection but 
that this year has been better.

“For connecting to students, we have been 
fortunate to have a technology-heavy year mean-
ing we have not had too many of those issues 
this year, and for fundraising, we’ll be able to use 
the money from the school for G-T toward what 
we aim to accomplish,” he said. “If we need more 
money, we have thought up plans of selling lolli-
pops or chocolates.”

G-PHS Club Spotlight

“Their satisfaction 
becomes your 
satisfaction.”

     Gavin Sinclair

by Layne Falkenberg

Radio Broadcasting Team 
Competes at LDE Contests

News From FFA

The GP FFA Radio Broadcasting team recently 
competed in the Coastal Bend District Virtual LDE 
Contest. The team delivered a seven-minute ag-
riculture related segment, virtually, to judges via 
Zoom and competed against seven other teams, 
earning second place and a spot at the Area 
competion. 

The team faced off against 14 other teams at 
Area, earning a sixth place spot there.

“GP FFA made their mark this year in the LD-
contests,” said FFA teacher Jessy Maertz. “Look 
out next Fall.”

Maertz offered special thanks to Mr. Rains and 
his crew for helping them sound their best. The team consists of Hunter Floerke, Ben Fitzgerald 

and Jackson Williams.
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Fourth Edition  Week 11  December 1st , 2020 

Lady Cat News: 
Big Congratulations to the 

LadyCat Volleyball Teams for 
their Successful Seasons! 

 
 
 

     Freshman 

 
 

 

Junior  

Varsity 
 

Upcoming Events:  
Thank You for supporting your 

LadyCats! 

Varsity 

 
 
 

Score Board    Freshman Team Season 
McAllen Memorial  Overall Record 13-5 2nd Place in District 
Game Scores    Junior Varsity Team Season 
G1-16-25   Overall Record 11-6     3rd  Place in District 

G2-19-25     Varisty  Team Season 
G3-23-25   Overall Record 16-6     3rd  Place in District 
          Bi-District Champions 
                Area Finalists  

We are STRONG 
 

 We are PROUD  
 

We are ONE! 
 

On behalf of the athletes and coaches of the 
LadyCat Volleyball Program, we want to extend 
our gratitude for the outpouring of support we 
received throughout this season. Even though we 
had a lot of obstacles this season, it was amazing 
to look up in the stands and see them packed to 
COVID capacity with family & friends, students, 
faculty & staff, administration, and community 
members. The success of a program is not just 

defined by wins and losses.  The success of a 
program can be measured by the positive impact 
that is made on our student athletes throughout 
the season. Whether it be by their coaches, their 
teammates, their family, their peers, their teach-
ers, or their community, that impact was where 
success flourished. You are a part of that positive 
impact. You are a part of the LadyCat Volleyball 
Program’s success! For that, WE THANK YOU!

From Team Volleyball
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All-District Band Audition Results
Congratulations to the following Gregory-Portland High School Band students who competed in the TMEA All-District Band 
Auditions via audio submission! We have 13 students who earned positions in the All-District Band and advanced to the 
TMEA All-Region Band Auditions to be held later in the year! We are extremely proud of their hard work and achievement! 
Please help me congratulate these amazing GPHS Band students!

Bb Clarinet
Aiden Reyes - 2nd Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Scott Gilbert - 3rd Chair District Band & Advancing to Region 
Bass Clarinet  
Diondray Parker - 1st Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Contra-Bass Clarinet
Leo Gutierrez - 1st Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Alto Saxophone
Mihail Stegall - 2nd Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Tenor Saxophone
Vincent Nguyen - 1st Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Cornet/Trumpet
Quinn Smith - 9th Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Terrell Elliott - 15th Chair District Band & Advancing to Region

Horn
Kathryn Taliaferro - 1st Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Laura Bennett - 5th Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Euphonium
Gavin Gleinig - 4th Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Tuba
Rufino Medado - 1st Chair District Band & Advancing to Region
Ella Spencer - 8th Chair District Band & Advancing to Region

Congratulations to the G-P High School Band students for their 
Outstanding Accomplishments in the Region 14 UIL Concert and 
Sight Reading Contest at Flour Bluff High School!

• All three of our high school bands competed and brought back 
awards for their performances at UIL.

• Our Sub-Non-Varsity Band earned an Excellent Rating in Con-
cert and a Superior Rating in Sight Reading.

• Our Non-Varsity Band earned Straight Superior Ratings in 
both Concert and Sight Reading.

• Our Varsity Band also earned Straight Superior Ratings in 
both Concert and Sight Reading.

We are so proud of our students for all of their hard work and ac-
complishments!

UIL Concert and Sight Reading Results

All-Region Band Audition Results
Congratulations to the following GPHS Band students who earned membership in the TMEA Region 14 All-Region Band via 
Virtual Audition! Our students were in competition with both 5A and 6A students! Out of the 13 GPHS band students who 
advanced to the All-Region competition, 10 students earned membership in one of the three Region Bands, and six have 
advanced to the Area competition to take place in January! We are extremely proud of our students for their hard work and 
accomplishments.
Bb Clarinet
Aiden Reyes - 3rd Chair Honor Winds, 5th Overall out of 51 Total Clarinets, and 2nd in 5A 
*Advanced to AREA 
 Scott Gilbert - 4th Chair Honor Winds, 6th Overall out of 51 Total Clarinets, and 3rd in 5A 
*Advanced to AREA 
Contra-Bass Clarinet
Leo Gutierrez - 2nd Chair Concert Band and 2nd in 5A
Alto Saxophone
Mihail Stegall - 5th Chair Concert Band and 6th in 5A 
Tenor Saxophone
Vincent Nguyen - 1st Chair Symphonic Band, 2nd Overall out of 12 Total Tenor Saxophones, and 1st in 5A 
*Advanced to AREA 
Cornet/Trumpet
Quinn Smith - 7th Chair Concert Band and 11th in 5A 
Terrell Elliott - 9th Chair Concert Band and 13th in 5A 
Horn
Kathryn Taliaferro - 5th Chair Honor Winds, 8th Overall out of 24 Total French Horns, and 1st in 5A 
*Advanced to AREA 
Laura Bennett - 1st Chair Concert Band, 18th Overall out of 24 Total French Horns, and 3rd in 5A 
*Advanced to AREA 
Tuba
Rufino Medado - 5th Chair Symphonic Band, 9th Overall out of 27 Total Tubas, and 2nd in 5A 
*Advanced to AREA  
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The Water Cats performed very well against Ray and Veterans Memorial High School.

Placing in the top three for G-P:
• Eliana Dykehouse 1st place in 50 free, 100 fly and 100 breast
• Laura Bennett  1st place 500 free and 2nd  200 free
• Hailey Hesseltine 1st place 200 IM and 3rd 100 free
• Jameson Hundl 2nd 100 back and 3rd 200 free
• Abby Krisl 2nd 200 IM 
• Luka Nelson 200 IM
• 200 Medley relay 1st place : Jameson Hundl, Hailey Hesseltine, Eliana Dykehouse and Laura Bennett
• 400 Free relay 1st place :  Jameson Hundl, Laura Bennett, Hailey Hesseltine and Eliana Dykehouse
• Best technical performance goes to Laura Bennett for her perfect negative split (pacing) in the 500 free-

style.

Additional swimmers contributing to the team’s success:
• Michael Dreisbach best time 200 free
• Jade Everitt best time 100 breast
• Hannah Nieman 200 free
• Leland Pena 50 free
• Austin Watts 100 free

Good luck at your last tri meet December 18th at Calallen before championship season begins.
Stay healthy, safe and strong!

G-P Swims Against 
Ray and Veterans Memorial

Left: Jade Everitt 
Below: Laura Bennett 

Right:Leland Pena 
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Creative Writing by Donald Nutting
The Creative Writing class is still turning over stories, but we have changed gears 

a bit by entering scholarship and essay contests.  Hopefully, we will have some an-
nouncements soon, but for now we have a good holiday story and a treat for you.  
Celeste Uribe has, once again, taken the challenge to not only write a story, but to put 
a secret message within the story too.  

Santa Tim and His Present by Celeste Uribe
“Merry Christmas,” Tim shouted out to Elliot, tossing a burlap sack onto the yard as he passed by the 

house on his usual route. Every year Tim came around with this little red wagon full of burlap sacks that each 
held carefully wrapped presents within them. Religiously, every Christmas eve, he wheeled down the street 
and passed out as many gifts to as many kids as he possibly could. Rarely did he ever miss a single child; it 
was a point of pride for him, and he reveled in the fact that he was able to bring joy to kids where that red 
joyful jerk could not. Yes, Tim did not think too kindly of Santa, and it was nearly impossible to blame him 
when considering the fact that Santa conveniently forgot his little town every year.

Conveniently forgot, what a laugh. “He knew better than that,” Tim thought, “Santa doesn’t just conve-
niently forget things.” Ringing the little bell on his bike, Tim shook the bitter thoughts out of his head as he 
reached Ivan’s house. Ivan was, quite regrettably, the only kid Tim never could get a present for. Some of 
the kids had taken to leaving him notes, as Tim didn’t have the same fancy technology that Santa had to help 
him discern what each kid wanted, but Ivan never left him anything. Time and time again, Ivan went giftless. 
More often than not, Tim wanted to try and just guess what kind of gift Ivan would appreciate, but he didn’t 
want to risk his reputation as the town’s perfect gift giver and substitute Santa by giving Ivan a bad gift. “And 
it’s hard to figure out what kind of gift to make on my own,”Tim thought, “With all the time I spend making 
the other kids toys, I don’t have time to brainstorm.” So he passed the house again this year, as he did every 
year, and hoped that next year would be different.

Tim reached his home in record time, finally finished with his rounds, and excitedly ran to his living room. 
On the coffee table was a carefully wrapped present with the words T. Ross written neatly on a small card.

Although Tim may not give out his presents expecting a reward, he came home after rounds with a bit 
more pep in his step ever since he started receiving these mystery gifts. Looking over the gift, Tim admired 
the wrapping and the beautiful bow. “Lovely,” Tim whispered as he hugged the gift close to his small form, 
“Absolutely lovely.”

After taking the proper time to admire the gorgeous packaging (Tim knew, after all, how much work and 
time went into packaging), Tim carefully tugged at the bow, peeled the paper from the little box, and looked 
inside. Nothing. Doubting his eyes, Tim looked away and looked at the box again, as if that would magically 
cause a toy or new tools to appear inside.”Totally empty, “thought a heartbroken Tim. “Oh wait, not totally 
empty,” he reached into the box and pulled out a small sheet of paper.

Authored on the paper was a series of instructions leading him to a point in the woods. Likely a trick, as 
the woods weren’t known as the safest place on Earth, but the gifts had never been bad before, and Tim was 
growing very curious. Leaving his house, Tim set on to his destination both excited and a bit fearful. 

Arriving at his destination, Tim found nothing but a dark clearing with a giant tree.
“Great,” Tim said angrily, “I’m cold, and wet, and all that’s here is this giant tree.” 
“Oh,” Tim sobbed, “I guess I deserve this for wanting a gift this year; It’s wrong to expect something in 

return.” Out of the darkness, a figure emerged. Darkness that quickly disappeared when the figure reached 
down to a skinny black cord that lie in the snow.

Never before had Tim seen so many shining lights. Ivan stood up where the figure had been before with a 
small electrical cord in his hands. Grinning from ear to ear, Tim looked at Ivan with wide eyes full of wonder 
and curiosity. “Happy Christmas Tim,” Ivan said meekly, “I figured you deserved a gift too all these years, and 
I wanted to go all out this year.” Tim now with tears streaming down his face suddenly realized why he never 
got a gift request from Ivan and who exactly it was giving him gifts every year.
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Norviel, a stubby, pointy-eared adolescent, scam-
pered hastily toward St. Nick’s workshop, his bells 
playing their jolly symphony in rhythm with his 
ecstatic movements. The great chimney shimming 
man himself requested the elf’s assistance after all, 
and Norviel was delighted to provide it. His won-
dering mind imploded as his tiny forehead lightly 
bumped against the ginormous red door, decorated 
with layers upon layers of stunning wrapping pa-
per, a door that only Santa and the best of the best 
could enter.

A smile of bright pomposity crinkled his features 
and his long ears pointed upward, now he too would 
be one of the best. What would he be known as? 
Norviel the great? Santa’s right-hand man? Oh! Oh! 
What about: The Elf Who Saved Christmas?

Smile still plastered on his face, Norviel puffed up 
his chest and opened the door, savoring the smell of 
freshly baked cookies. He poked his head into the 
workshop, smile faltering slightly when he beheld a 
room vacant of everything except for a lively assort-
ment of unlabeled gifts, “Mister Clause, sir?”

His question echoed in the room with no re-
sponse, so he entered cautiously and tried again, 
“Hello? It is I, the humble Norviel....” Again, there 
was no answer, and the little elf stood dumfounded, 
his erect ears drooping anxiously. Then, various 
hues caught his eye, and he turned his attention to 
the sprawled out and disorganized presents on the 
table. One specifically kept hold of his glimmering 
green eyes, completely seizing the curiosity from 
them.

Wrapping paper sat littered with reflective stars, 
accompanied by radiantly-striped ribbons and a 
glowing green bow on top. Curiosity took control of 
his body, and his hand unconsciously reached for 
the hypnotizing present. He was so entranced by 
the gift that the towering form, which now occupied 
the space behind him, went unnoticed, “HO HO HO! 
Nice to see you could make it delivery boy!”

Norviel nearly leaped out of his curly shoes, the 
bells ringing uneasily at the jolly man’s boisterous 
volume. He whirled around in a hasty manner, fac-
ing the man with bright red cheeks, “Oh! Mr. Clause 
Sir, I didn’t-” St. Nick released a jovial chuckle at 
the boy’s flustered behavior, “looking at your assign-
ment early are we?”

The stubby elf ceased his flustered tsunami of 
words, staring up at the paunchy man with a ques-
tioning gaze, “Assignment, Sir?” 

St. Nick placed an enormous hand on the boy’s 
dainty shoulder and turned him around to face the 

scattered presents, “You will deliver this special col-
lection to some notable children. Leaving them un-
tampered throughout the journey is a top priority.”

The elf’s persistent curiosity took control of his 
body, and he eyed Santa as though to protest, 
wanting to quench his curiosity, but the man’s sud-
denly dispirited features prevented him from doing 
so.

The red-clothed elder kneeled down to correctly 
face the stubby teen and spoke with a heavy voice, 
his radiant cheerfulness consumed by heartfelt 
earnestness, “You must not open them, for they will 
crumble, ruining their authenticity, and the child’s 
happiness will become unauthentic.” He stared into 
Norviel’s widened emeralds with a pleading gaze un-
til Norviel hesitantly nodded his head in agreement.

No sooner than he did, the man quickly returned 
to his joyous demeanor as though he had never 
contemplated the meaning of seriousness, and a 
concerned expression filled Norviel’s face at the 
sudden change, “Good then, you must be off. I will 
write the addresses, and you will take the miniature 
sleigh and deliver them. Understood Norviel?” All 
the doubt hastily dissipated at the mention of his 
name, his ears perking up once again. Santa said 
his name. Santa knew his name! 

A warmness spread through him, and he knew he 
could not fail this legend. “Absolutely, Mr. Clause, 
sir!” He put a hand to his forehead in an affirmative 
gesture.

It was midnight of Christmas Eve, and Norviel 
was all set to go. The presents sat within a sack be-
side him, and he glanced at them with bothersome 
interest before shaking his head roughly and turning 
toward his leading reindeer. He had to stay focused. 
He had to impress Mr. Clause. Without another 
thought, he set off for his journey.

The first house was in a secluded neighborhood, 
illuminated by scintillating Christmas lights. Norviel 
gathered the first few presents and advanced to-
ward the chimney, intently focused on the task at 
hand. However, a gentle knocking emanated from 
the front door and he stalled, attention waning out 
of focus. Again, his curiosity got the better of him, 
and he peeked through the window.

A middle-aged woman answered the door to a 
teenager in raggedy attire, carrying a basket half 
her size. The woman’s face shown in recognition, 
“Angelina, what are you doing here? It is Christmas 
morning. Shouldn’t you be home?” 

Angelina answered kindly with a forced chuckle, 
“I am aware Mrs. Quell, which is why I brought this 

An Elf’s Job by Andrea Rosenbaum

Our second story is a story of an elf---who has just ONE job--”An Elf’s Job”--by An-
drea Rosenbaum. May your holiday time be delightful and your special winter holiday, 
be it Hanukkah, Yule, Kwanzaa, or Christmas, be happy and bright.

Creative Writing by Donald Nutting

Continued on Page 9
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for Thomas.” She reached into her basket, pull-
ing out a box of freshly baked cookies; Mrs. Quell 
looked at her with astonishment and called for 
Thomas.

An energetic boy, no less than 10 years of age, 
came barreling down the stairs in excitement, “Is it 
Santa? Did he leave me presents?!?” 

His mother chuckled and shook her head, “No 
you crazy child, Angelina has made you something.” 
The boy took one look at the cookies and practically 
snatched the box from her, thanking her excessively 
for the gift, already digging into them before his 
mom could stop him. 

She acted fast and retrieved the sweets from the 
boy, “You may have them later child. Right now you 
must go back to bed.” The boy pouted, but it soon 
melted into bubbly giggles as his mother picked him 
up and nuzzled his cheek with kisses.

Angelina smiled warmly at the scene, a smile 
that concealed a hidden emotion that her eyes were 
incapable of concealing, “Well, I must be off. Have a 
wonderful Christmas.”

Norviel watched her go and contemplated the 
strangeness of her smile, but eventually diverted 
his focus. He still had a job to do. He dumped the 
presents into the chimney and moved on to the 
next house.

Once there, he stopped the sleigh and turned 
to the sack, his nagging curiosity trying to con-
vince him to sneak a peek, but he set his face in 
firm determination and gathered the next few gifts. 
He will become one of Santa’s official helpers. The 
elf quickly dropped the presents into the chimney 
and hastily made his way to the sleigh before he 
changed his mind, but the closing of a door halted 
his stride.

He looked down and saw the same girl from 
before, exiting the house. Intrigued, he peeked 
through the window and glimpsed a laughing family 
happily enjoying cookies with their cheerful child.

His next stops had similar outcomes, with the 
young girl delivering cookies to children and their 
families and leaving with the same peculiar smile. 
He was fascinated with the child’s actions and could 
never quite decipher the emotion shining in her 
irises.

He nonchalantly reached into the sack but real-
ized he had only one gift left. He pulled it out and 
stars reflected in his emerald eyes, his fascination 
once again threatening to overtake him. Norviel 
forcefully pushed the urge down and frantically 
headed for the last destination. He feared that if he 
did not get there fast enough, the present would 
not remain in one piece. Mr. Clause would be so 
disappointed in him.

When he finally reached the area, he was sur-
prised to find an orphanage that had no chimneys. 
The curious urge threw his arms atop the present, 
and he struggled for control of his body. In re-
sponse, Norviel shielded his eyes from the dazzling 
gift and blindly stumbled to the window. The curios-

ity forced his vision to return and he had a full view 
of the captivating gift in his hands. He was fully 
mesmerized at this point and could no longer con-
trol himself as he reached out to untie the ribbon.

Then a slamming door disrupted the action long 
enough for him to turn to the window. His eyes 
were met with a large, nearly empty basket, and 
shabby clothes. It was Angelina. She stood station-
ary for a few long seconds before dropping the bas-
ket and walking over to a lone table, which upheld 
a small photograph of a young girl with two cheer-
ful adults. She picked it up and smiled warmly, her 
eyes growing watery.

It was only in this instant Norviel could truly 
determine the emotion in her eyes. They displayed 
love, but it was tainted with sadness and longing. 
She hugged the photo to her chest as though she 
expected it to embrace her back and walked back 
over to the basket, pulling out one last batch of 
cookies.

She sat in the center of the room alone with the 
photo, waiting...for what, Norviel did not know. She 
waited for a few minutes motionless but eventually 
released a resigned sigh, her smile faltering. Sym-
pathy immediately replaced the elf’s overwhelming 
curiosity, his ears drooping fully at the heart retch-
ing sight. The poor girl looked so alone, and he 
didn’t believe she deserved that after all the happi-
ness she had brought. So, he knocked on the win-
dow, his emerald eye’s shining with determination.

When Angelina turned his way, he presented the 
glowing gift, and a gaping expression overtook the 
girl’s features before she raced toward the win-
dow and let him in. She stared at him with hope-
ful wonder and quickly handed him some cookies 
in exchange for the gift. He sat and waited beside 
her. She gave him a grateful smile in response and 
gently opened the gift. He patiently observed as 
she pulled out a golden picture frame and a cam-
era inscribed, “New memories, new happiness” Her 
expression immediately brightened, and Norviel was 
entranced, no longer by the gift, but the sincerity of 
her smile, a smile that outshined all her others, a 
smile encased in true happiness.

Before he could react, he was pulled into a tight 
hug, “Thank you...thank you so much.” After a beat, 
Norviel wrapped his arms around her and held her 
just as tight. When they released, they looked down 
at the camera and gave each other a knowing look. 
They would preserve their happiness, and at least 
for tonight Angelina would not be alone. 

Santa would be proud of him.

Home
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G-P High School To Offer Free Testing Opportunities
Texas Success Initiative (TSI) Assessment for G-PHS Sophomores 

SAT “School Day” Testing Opportunity for G-PHS 

On January 20 (Wed.) and 21 (Thurs.), 2021, GPHS will administer the Texas Success Initiative exam to all 
sophomores (10th graders). The top half of the alpha order (A-Le students) will test on Wed. The bottom half of 
the alpha (Li-Z students) will test on Thurs. The TSI testing time is from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. (tentatively). Before tak-
ing the TSI, students need to complete the mandatory “Pre-Assessment Activity (PPA) of the TSI exam. 

 
It is extremely important that students are in attendance on TSI testing days. The purpose of the TSI exam is 

to assess a student’s academic ability in order to correctly identify the appropriate course sequences for students 
as they enter college. The TSI assessment will determine preparation level for the subjects of reading, math, and 
writing.   

 
GPHS counselors (academic advisers) use the results of the assessment, in conjunction with students’ academic 

background, goals, and interests to recommend and place students in the appropriate classes that match their skill 
level. Students are required to score at college readiness levels on the TSI in order to enroll in dual credit courses. 
GPHS’ eventual goals are to help students demonstrate their readiness and help them become and be college and/
or career ready before leaving GP High School. 

GP High School is administering the SAT to all 11th graders (juniors) on March 3, 2021, free of charge to stu-
dents and their parents.  Students just have to be present on campus on the day of testing (testing site per Col-
lege Board).   

 
This test is an important step for any student thinking about college and career. The SAT is accepted at all U.S. 

colleges; it measures what students are learning in high school and what they need to know to succeed in col-
lege and career.   Now, with SAT School Day, we can ensure that all of our students have access to this important 
stepping stone.  Our students are more comfortable and confident by testing in a familiar place, their high school!   
You don’t have to worry about the logistics of getting your teen to a test center.   No one has to worry about 
weekend conflicts or disrupting family time! Don’t forget that the SAT comes with a FREE personalized study plan 
through Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy®.  

Learn more at https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/taking-the-test/sat-in-school 

Christmas For Kids provides food, clothing and toys to underprivileged and abused children in San Patricio County. 

Student Council Sponsors Christmas For Kids

photo by Kristen Alvarado                                  

GP High School is administering the SAT to all 11th graders (juniors) on March 3, 2021 free of charge to students and their parents.  Students just have to be present on campus on the day of testing (testing site per College Board).    This test is an important step for any student thinking about college and career. The SAT is accepted at all U.S. colleges; it measures what students are learning in high school and what they need to know to succeed in college and career.   Now, with SAT School Day, we can ensure that all of our students have access to this important stepping-stone.  Our students are more comfortable and confident by testing in a familiar place, their high school!   You don�t have to worry about the logistics of getting your teen to a test center.   No one has to worry about weekend conflicts or disrupting family time! Don�t forget that the SAT comes with a FREE personalized study plan through Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy�.  Learn more at https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/taking-the-test/sat-in-school 
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Javelina Opportunity Award
“FIRST YEAR ON US” campaign eligible students must have a valid FAFSA/TASFA on file, have a household 

income of $65,000 or less, be a Texas resident, maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements, and 
register for at least 15 semester credit hours during the spring and fall semesters at Texas A&M-Kingsville. Sum-
mer and intercessions terms are not eligible. First class day of Spring 2021 is January 19th and the last day to 
register is January 25th. Offer may include grants and scholarships. Any remaining tuition and mandatory fees not 
covered by these programs will be covered by the institution. All admitted students are considered for eligibility. 
No additional application is necessary.

More information in the link: https://www.tamuk.edu/joa/index.html 

https://www.tamuk.edu/joa/index.html


12Home



13Home

  

FOOD 
DRIVE 

GP FFA is partnering with Coastal Bend Food 
Bank to sponsor a food drive just in time for 

Christmas! 

The food drive will take place December 14-18. 
Items may be dropped off in room C154 or 

teacher parking lot anytime during the school 
day. 

FFA members *plan* to be set-up outside of 
HEB on Wednesday, December 16th from 4-

6pm to collect items as well. 
Other drop off times and locations can be arranged. 

 

 

Most Needed Items: 
Canned – Carrots, Peas, Green Beans, Mixed Vegetables, Tomatoes, Peaches, Pears, Pineapple, 
Mixed Fruit, Oranges, Ham, Turkey, Chicken, Salmon, Tuna, Beans, Peanut Butter, Low Sodium 

Soups, Pasta Sauce 

Other Non-Perishables – Pasta, Macaroni & Cheese, Brown Rice, Cereal, Non-Refrigerated Juice 

Personal Care Items – Toothpaste, Shampoo, Body Wash, Toilet Tissue, Baby Diapers & Wipes, 
Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap 
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Fun Stuff

COOKIES:
• 1 cup Butter, softened (Please please 

please soften it, leave it out for 30 min 
before you plan on making the cook-
ies or microwave it for a bit because 
otherwise this butter is going to make 
your life so hard.) 

• 2/3 cup sugar
• 1/2 teaspoon almond extract
• ½ teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1/2 cup raspberry jam (Or whatever 

jam you want, get funky! Get fresh! 
My mom likes to use lemon curd. You 
can fill these bad boys with whatever 
you want.)

Christmas Cookie Recipe 

• STEP ONE:
Combine 1 cup butter, 2/3 cup sugar, ½ teaspoon almond extract and ½ teaspoon vanilla extract in bowl. 
Beat at medium speed, scraping bowl often, until creamy. Add the flour (not all at once because then flour is 
going to fly all over your counter, and you’ll be very disappointed in yourself. Add in one cup at a time while 
the mixer is OFF) and beat at low speed, scraping bowl often, until well mixed. 
Cover and refrigerate at least one hour or until firm. (I like to take the dough out of the mixing bowl and 
wrap in in plastic wrap to put it in the fridge. This way you can clean the bowl while you wait for your cook-
ies to firm up, and you don’t have to worry about the dough getting weird from exposure to air because you 
didn’t wrap up the bowl well enough.)

• STEP 2
Preheat your oven to 350°F.

• STEP 3
Shape dough into 1-inch balls. 
Place 2 inches apart onto a cookie sheet (I like to use parchment paper when making these. It makes it a lot 
easier to get them off of the pan if any of the jam bubbles over, and you don’t have to do any dishes :D ). 
Make an indentation in the center of each cookie with thumb (edges may crack slightly). Fill each indentation 
with about 1/4 teaspoon jam.

• STEP 4
Bake 14-18 minutes or until edges are lightly 
browned. 
Let stand 1 minute on cookie sheets; remove to 
cooling rack. 
Cool completely.

• STEP 5
Combine all glaze ingredients in a bowl with whisk 
until smooth. 
Drizzle over cookies.

by Savannah Stephenson

GLAZE:
• 1 cup powdered sugar
• 2 to 4 teaspoons water
• 1 1/2 teaspoons almond extract

Ingredients 

Instructions



G-PHS’s Favorite Christmas Song

20

67

46

133

28

46

17

44
40

142

46

24

7

46

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160Select students and teachers (aka 
the ones that participated when we sent 
out the poll) have spoken. G-P High 
School’s favorite Christmas song is, 
without a doubt, “All I Want For Christ-
mas Is You” By Mariah Carey. We had 
685 responses in total when we closed 
the poll. A whopping 20% of those 
responses went to this all time favorite, 
putting it in the lead with 142 votes. In 
the runner up position is “Last Christ-
mas” by Wham!, which only lost by a 
measley nine  votes. In a far off third 
we have “Jingle Bell Rock” by Bobby 
Helms with only 67 votes. A highlight 
of this poll for the newspaper staff was 
watching the results in real time. “Won-
derful Christmastime” by Paul McCart-
ney had one single vote for around 
three days before finally cashing in at a 
whopping seven votes at the end of the 
poll, making it our biggest loser. 

G-PHS 
Newsletter

Savannah Stephenson      

Sydney Stephenson       

Emily Maher      

Layne Falkenberg

Roger Ploch: Adviser
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