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CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN SOON FOR NEW W.C. ANDREWS
Later this summer, citizens will begin to see some changes taking place at 
4013 Moore Avenue -- the future site of a replacement campus for W.C. Andrews 
Elementary School.  Trustees approved an action to allow Superintendent Dr. Paul 
Clore to execute a contract for construction following the approval of final plans and 
confirmation of a pre-determined final contract price. “We are working with our top, 
recommended contractor, Weaver & Jacobs, to ensure everything is in place prior to 
moving forward ... and we want that work to begin as quickly as possible,” said Dr. Clore.  
This action at the May 16th regular meeting followed a Groundbreaking Ceremony held 
earlier that day, where about 500 attendees celebrated a new beginning to come for W. C. 
Andrews Elementary students and staff.  “We were just delighted to take part in the event and 
have so many of our students involved,” said W.C. Andrews Principal Jana Tarkington. “We 
can’t wait to move into a new campus and have the space that we need to grow.”  This school 
year, enrollment reached its optimum capacity with 428 students in a 37-year-old building 
designed for a smaller student population. “Building a new school could not have come at a 
better time,” said Dr. Clore.  Construction Manager David Batot says the new school should be 
ready by 2018-19, as long as no significant rainfall or other delays affect the schedule.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
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        MAY

State Testing • Spring ‘17
STAAR, EOC - Various Grades
CLICK HERE for dates/info

MAY 25 • Last School Day
Early Release for Students

MAY 26 • 6 p.m.
G-PHS Graduation, Class of 2017
American Bank Center, CC, TX

MAY 31 • 8 a.m.
First Day of Summer School

Four Trustees Re-Elected, Board Reorganizes before New School Year
When votes were cast for a school board election earlier this month, the top four of six candidates were 
those already holding a seat as a G-PISD Trustee.  Dean Atkinson, Rey Rojas, Gilbert Cortinas, and Randy 
Eulenfeld were each re-elected to serve another four-year, at-large term serving the G-PISD community 
and our students and staff.  After these members took the oath of office during the May 16th meeting,  
Trustees then had the option to reorganize and elect new officers.  Victor Hernandez was elected Board 
President, Rey Rojas became Vice President, and Carrie Gregory retained the office of Secretary.  

G-PISD Trustees, administrators and guests picked up a gold shovel to break ground for the new W.C. 
Andrews Elementary School campus.  CLICK HERE to view additional photos/info from this event.

       JUNE

JUNE 20 • 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
1200 Broadway, Portland, TX

JUNE 19-29 • All Day
STAAR, TAKS Retesting

JUNE 29 • 3 p.m.
Last Day of Summer School

https://www.facebook.com/gpisdwildcats/
https://twitter.com/GPISD1
http://www.g-pisd.org/
http://www.g-pisd.org/resources/parents/testing-dates-2017
http://www.g-pisd.org/news/groundbreaking-ceremony-new-wc-andrews-elementary-school


DRESS CODE UPDATED FOR 
2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR
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Other Approvals, Action taken by Trustees in the last month include:
• Authorization to enact Procedures for the Selection of Architects for Remaining Bond 2015 Projects

• Contractual, Two-Year Agreement for Depository Services awarded to Frost Bank

• Nomination and Endorsement of Trustee Carrie Gregory as Candidate for TASB Board of Directors

• Funding Allocations for Possible Construction, Engineering Costs to Upgrade SFA’s HVAC System

Content above is not all-inclusive.  A complete listing of agenda (and action) items can be found at www.g-pisd.org.
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Assistant Superintendent Darla 
Czerwinski presented Trustees 
with a final draft of a dress 
code for the coming school 
year.  “Basically, what has 
changed is the shirts -- options 
will be much more relaxed 
than in the past,” she said.  

Students will be able to wear 
any type of shirt, as long 
as it meets criteria in the 
Dress Code for appropriate 
attire.  For example, the code 
prohibits clothing with certain 
images and advertisements, 
as well as clothing that would 
be too revealing.  In addition, 
all clothing should be in 
good , useable condition (not 
tattered, frayed, or torn).

Czerwinski credited Sarah 
Contreras, a current member 
of the District’s Site-Based 
Decision-Making (SBDM) 
Committee, with thoroughly 
reviewing the dress code and 
making recommendations. 
“She volunteered to re-shape 
it, and this draft has gone 
through the SBDM Committee 
for complete review.  We feel 
good about (the results) ... 
and we thank her for taking 
on this important task.” CLICK 
HERE to view the dress code.

Board Recognizes Special Olympics, G-PJHS Honor Choir & Art Show Winners
Students from campuses across the District attended a Board Meeting on May 16th, where Trustees honored them 
for their outstanding achievements this Spring.  CLICK HERE to view more photos from these recognitions.

In an effort to better serve students and the community,  G-PISD sought federal approval to 
expand its Summer Feeding Program this year. “In the past, we’ve had the program at one 
campus -- Stephen F. Austin Elementary -- but beginning this summer, we’ll also be serving at 
Gregory-Portland Junior High,” said Dr. Leslie Faught, G-PISD Special Programs Director, during 
a presentation to Trustees. Dr. Faught said the Athletics program would benefit from having an 
additional location near summer practices, and Food Service Director Jeff Atkinson anticipates 
athletes and coaches will make use of the opportunity in addition to others in the community. 

Dr. Faught also discussed other initiatives reviewed by the School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) 
in the last year, including the approval of a “Nutrition Nuggets” newsletter.  Beginning next year, 
the Food Service Department will release it to parents, providing information about healthy food 
choices.  Dr. Faught said the SHAC is also reviewing the option to participate in the Healthier 
U.S. Challenge, a nationally-recognized award for Food Service Departments. “We are already 
meeting most of the requirements, but we need a little more information before moving forward,” 
she said. Board President Victor Hernandez said it is very diffcult to reach the goal levels in the 
program, saying it may take several years.  Dr. Faught said SHAC also discussed the District’s 
Allergy Management Plan, including options to better serve students with peanut allergies, as 
well as Fitnessgrams and information about Suicide Prevention and Behavorial programs.

Expanded Summer Feeding Program in 2017, among other Initiatives

BUDGET PLANNING ACCOUNTS FOR UNEXPECTED DECREASE IN ADA
“It’s an unusual year for us,” said Ronald Wilson, Chief Financial Officer and Safety Coordinator, during 
a report to the school board this month. “We’re working through the preliminary budget for next year 
with a decreased Average Daily Attendance (ADA) from where I thought we would be -- I expected 
to gain about nine students from last year, and actually we decreased by 94.”  Trustees discussed 
the need for parents to help keep students in school unless they are sick, as it directly affects ADA.  
Wilson also said that more affordable housing is desperately needed. “Student enrollment will 
not increase unless families can afford to live here, and that affects revenue as well.”

http://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/_District/Resources/Board_Approved_2017-18_Student_Dress_Code.pdf
http://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/_District/Resources/Board_Approved_2017-18_Student_Dress_Code.pdf
http://www.g-pisd.org/district-info/board-of-trustees/board-recognitions

