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G-PISD Trustees Recognized for Outstanding Service to Students
Students from every campus honored each of our Trustees at the January 12th Special Called Meeting 
during Board Recognition Month. (Pictured above: The W.C. Andrews Elementary Choir gets ready to perform.)

BOARD CONSIDERS CHAPTER 313 AGREEMENTS FOR EXXON
This month, G-PISD Trustees met to hear a report from financial and legal experts 

regarding the potential impacts to the district if an ExxonMobil plant is built in Gregory, 

Texas.  Dan Casey with Moak, Casey & Associates reviewed projected net revenue and 

recapture payments until 2037-38 for three possible scenarios: (1) Status Quo (the district’s 

current situation, with existing Chapter 313 agreements before Exxon), (2) Exxon builds WITH 

Chapter 313 agreements approved, and (3) Exxon builds WITHOUT Chapter 313 agreements 

in place.  CLICK HERE to review a handout containing a brief summary of this presentation, 

which also includes a link to the full report from the board meeting on January 17, 2017.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
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F O L L O W  U S

       JANUARY

JAN • All Month
School Board Recognition
All Campuses

JAN 26 - 29 • G-PHS Follies
HS Auditorium, Various Times
CLICK HERE for Tickets

       FEBRUARY

FEB 21 • 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
(Location TBD)

FEB 24 • 8 p.m.
G-PHS One Act Play Performance
HS Auditorium

FEB 27 • Early Release
Half-Day Staff Development
All Campuses

       MARCH

MAR 13-17 • All Week
Spring Break (Holiday)

TEXAS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE REPORT (TAPR) RELEASED 
G-PISD is Accredited District, having “Met Standard” for 2016 Accountability
District results from the annual Texas Academic Performance Report (TAPR) were presented to Trustees 
at the January 12th board meeting.  This report from the Texas Education Agency (TEA) includes a 
review of student academic performance and demographics, staffing, and financial management 
from the previous school year (2015-16).  G-PISD was designated as having ‘Met Standard’ for 
accountability and met all requirements for special education. (Continued on Page 2 - “TAPR Report”) 

http://www.g-pisd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1041539/File/CMatern/Business%20Office/012017%20-%20Overview%20of%20G-PISD%20Ch.%20313%20Agreements,%20Exxon%20Decision%20(Final).pdf
http://www.g-pisd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1041539/File/CMatern/Business%20Office/012017%20-%20Overview%20of%20G-PISD%20Ch.%20313%20Agreements,%20Exxon%20Decision%20(Final).pdf
https://www.facebook.com/gpisdwildcats/
https://twitter.com/GPISD1
http://www.g-pisd.org/
https://apps.vendini.com/ticket-software.html?t=tix&e=849191d23b307494fd4ec21eaa511638&vqitq=48b6e4f7-4b27-4ca7-ab6b-57526d59cb0f&vqitp=2b39d819-9b98-4492-a9d9-49904f94f9bd&vqitts=1471466341&vqitc=vendini&vqite=itl&vqitrt=Safetynet&vqith=aa52dc003973d13064acbab48daab0a8


DISTRICT CALENDAR 
APPROVED FOR NEXT 
SCHOOL YEAR (2017-18)
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Other Approvals, Action taken by Trustees in the last month include:
• Approval of the Gregory-Portland ISD District of Innovation Plan (CLICK HERE to view.)

• Approval of High School and Junior High Course Description Guides

• Approval of the Financial Audit for 2015-2016, conducted by Lovvorn & Kieschnick CPAs

• Approval of a Budget Amendment for a Video Technical Project to verify Proper Accounting

Content above is not all-inclusive.  A complete listing of agenda (and action) items can be found at www.g-pisd.org.
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DISTRICT EARNS “SUPERIOR” RATING FOR FINANCIAL INTEGRITY
Texas school districts are reviewed annually for financial accountability and proper management of 
resources through Schools FIRST (Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas).  G-PISD received a high 
rating in all indicators, which included areas of compliance and a ‘clean and clear’ audit on record.  
The district earned high marks for its debt service coverage ratio being sufficient to meet required 
debts, with G-PISD receiving a 7.515 (well above the state standard of 1.20).  CLICK HERE to view the 
specific indicators and results that led to the district’s “Superior” rating for this year.
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Teachers, staff, and community 
members from the District 
Calendar and Site Based 
Decision-Making Committees 
were tasked with several 
challenges to develop the 
District Calendar for 2017-18. 
They had to meet all state 
requirements for minutes of 
instruction, work wtih a pre-
set graduation date to end 
the school year, and most 
importantly prioritize the needs 
of students and families with 
regard to a schedule that will 
best support academic growth 
as well as holiday breaks. 

These committees submitted 
a recommendation to Trustees 
that they agreed would 
satisfy these challenges and 
expectations for the next school 
year.  The first day of school will 
be Thursday, August 17, 2017, 
and the last day of school will 
be Thursday, May 24, 2018, with 
a graduation date of May 25th.  
Creative scheduling ensured 
that students can enjoy a full 
week for Thanksgiving holiday 
and two weeks for Winter 
Break. CLICK HERE to view the 
approved calendar.

Construction begins @ 
Ray Akins Wildcat Stadium
Demolition was completed to 
prepare for new concession stands 
and restrooms at Wildcat Stadium. 
The project is on schedule for 
completion by the start of the next 
school year, pending ideal weather 
for construction.  (At Left: Crews are 
busy setting the foundation for a 
new concession stand on the Home 
side of the stadium.)

TEXAS SCHOOL DISTRICTS GET ‘FIRST LOOK’ AT A-F RATING SYSTEM
Earlier this month, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) released preliminary, or ‘mock,’ ratings for every 
Texas school based on the developing, though not yet complete, A-F Rating System that is scheduled 
to become effective in August of 2017.  G-PISD is among 427 school districts whose board members 
adopted resolutions opposing the new system.  CLICK HERE to view G-PISD’s ‘mock’ ratings, a message 
from the Superintendent, and additional information.

In addition, the district received an ‘accredited’ status for its academic accountability rating combined 
with financial ratings from the Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas (FIRST). 

Darla Czerwinski, Assistant Superintendent, reported that G-PISD received high marks for staffing, with 
most teachers in the district having more years of experience than teachers in other districts (as seen 
compared to state averages). G-PISD also had better retention, with a turnover rate of 11.2 compared 
to the state average of 16.5. 

Sharon Reckaway, District Testing Coordinator, presented academic results. “We are performing 
consistently higher than the state averages, and higher than other districts in our region, in almost every 
area.”  This was true for all STAAR test scores and End-of-Course (EOC) Exams across the entire district, 
in every tested grade level.  Reckaway said the only percentages that were slightly lower than the state, 
but higher than the region, were in EOC English I and II. Similar results were seen for STAAR testing.  
Secondary Curriculum Director Kim Story said, “this is an area that we’re working on to bring results back 
above (state averages).”

G-PISD had a lower student dropout rate than the state and region, and a higher graduation rate.  
Students who took the SAT and ACT scored higher on average than others in the state and region.  
Trustees discussed results at the board meeting and ways to increase academic performance in some 
content areas. “We want our students to have the best education possible,” said Trustee Rey Rojas.  CLICK 
HERE to review the complete TAPR report, posted on the district website.

TAPR Report (Continued from Page 1)

http://www.g-pisd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1041622&pageId=27446708
http://gp.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1041622&pageId=1548006
http://gp.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1041622&pageId=1548006
http://www.g-pisd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1041539/Image/CMatern/Board%20Approved%202017-18%20School%20Calendar.pdf
http://www.g-pisd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1041539/Image/CMatern/Board%20Approved%202017-18%20School%20Calendar.pdf
http://gp.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1041622&pageId=27492521
http://gp.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1041622&pageId=27492521
http://gp.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1041622&pageId=2666732
http://gp.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1041622&pageId=2666732

