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SAFETY & SECURITY REMAINS A TOP PRIORITY @ G-PISD
Trustees received a report this month regarding safety and security measures in 
place across the district, and information about how the district will soon implement 
a more formal process for internal incident reporting.  Having the system will help 
administrators to notify appropriate external parties (board members, parents, students, 
community) in a more timely fashion when an incident may occur. “Still, this will continue 
to be a work in progress -- no system will ever be perfect,” said Crystal Matern, G-PISD 
Communications Coordinator. “We also hope the public will understand that our intent is to 
provide accurate information, and in certain situations they may see or hear something from 
their student(s), or on social media, before the district has been able to verify all of the facts 
and release an official statement.” Matern referenced an example of a Fall incident in which 
high school band students were overheated during rehearsal, saying in those situations it is 
the district’s first priority to ensure all students are safe -- followed by the need to verify facts 
and send any notifications.   CLICK HERE to view the full report from April 18, 2017.
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        MAY

State Testing • Spring ‘17
STAAR, EOC - Various Grades
CLICK HERE for dates/info

MAY 4 • 6 p.m.
Teacher of the Year Banquet

MAY 13 • 8 a.m.
S.F. Austin Color Run
CLICK HERE for info

MAY 16 • 10 a.m.
Groundbreaking Ceremony
New W.C. Andrews Elementary
CLICK HERE for details

MAY 16 • 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Training Ctr @ 1200 Broadway

MAY 25 • Last School Day
Early Release for Students

MAY 26 • 6 p.m.
G-PHS Graduation, Class of 2017
American Bank Center, CC, TX

Making Great Progress on Bond 2015 Construction Projects
Work continues at Ray Akins Wildcat Stadium, where crews have completed the framework for new 
Concession Stands and Restrooms -- that project is set to be completed by the Fall 2017 athletic season. 
Administrators are also working with WKMC Architects to determine a master plan for a new High School 
Addition (to house Career & Technology Education courses), as well as the relocation of some athletic 
fields and facilities at the High School and Junior High campuses.  Preliminary plans for a new Middle 
School are also underway.  In addition, the district will soon break ground for the new elementary school 
campus at 4015 Moore Avenue, which will replace the existing W.C. Andrews Elementary School. 

PANTRY PROJECT: Gifted & Talent students from W.C. Andrews Elementary School received a nod from 
Trustees to move forward with a “My Free Little Pantry” project.  If also approved by the City Council, they will 
collect donations to stock an outdoor pantry for those in need next school year. Great work, students! 

https://www.g-pisd.org/news/procedures-safety-notifications
https://www.facebook.com/gpisdwildcats/
https://twitter.com/GPISD1
http://www.g-pisd.org/
http://www.g-pisd.org/resources/parents/testing-dates-2017
http://www.g-pisd.org/sfa/activities/colorrun
http://www.g-pisd.org/news/groundbreaking-ceremony-wc-andrews-elementary


BUDGET REPORTS BEGIN 
FOR 2017-18 YEAR
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Other Approvals, Action taken by Trustees in the last month include:
• Authorization for Superintendent or Designee to negotiate contracts for Election Services, Electricity

• Submission of Revised Innovative Course Application to TEA for Intro to Process Technology course

• Travel-related Expenses for District Representatives to Tour SOWLEA Technical College in Louisiana

• Annual Renewal of Walsh Gallegos Legal Services and Retainer Program Benefits

Content above is not all-inclusive.  A complete listing of agenda (and action) items can be found at www.g-pisd.org.
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CFO & Safety Coordinator 
Ronald Wilson presented 
the first of several budget 
updates to Trustees on 
April 18th.  Wilson said he 
looked forward to receiving  
estimated appraisal values 
from the San Patricio County 
Appraisal District. “That’s 
the first step to really seeing 
where we might be for next 
year,” said Wilson. “After we 
review that information, 
we’ll provide you with some 
(revenue) estimates.” 

Those estimates will be 
adjusted throughout the 
summer, as the district 
prepares to receive Certified 
Appraisal Values in late July. 

Wilson also discussed some 
concerns related to tax 
protests from business/
industry. “We anticipated 
that Sherwin Alumina and 
G-P Power Partners would 
file, but we were surprised 
to see Cheniere on the list,” 
said Wilson. “We are counting 
on their business revenue 
for next year, so we will be 
paying close attention to 
what happens next.”

Board Recognizes U.I.L., Destination Imagination, & Science Fair Winners
Students from campuses across the District attended a Board Meeting on April 18th, where Trustees honored them 
for their outstanding achievements this Spring. CLICK HERE to view more photos from recognitions on April 18, 2017.

Board members received a report from district administrators this month regarding progress that 
has been made in the last nine months to close the achievement gap for struggling learners. 
Gains have been made for indivdiual students in all grade levels who are being supported by 
Gap Intervention Specialists (GIS) and other positions at each campus.

“We’re seeing some really outstanding progress for many of our elementary students, and we’re 
doing what we can to increase intervention for those who still need some assistance,” said Tina 
Ybarra, Elementary Curriculum Director.  She presented examples from each campus, citing 
gains in reading and math as well as STAAR mock testing scores.

Secondary Curriculum Director Kim Story shared similar examples from the Intermediate 
School with STAAR mock testing results increasing in both reading and math. She presented 
a comparative report from G-P Junior High, showing how 8th grade students in reinforcement 
classes compared to 7th Grade results for STAAR, with more than half of the students monitored 
showing growth between 50 to 95 percent. “At the high school, we’re focusing on building 
practical writing skills -- for each student receiving support, they are doing more revising, editing, 
and re-writing,” she said. Story shared samples of student essays before and after intervention. 
“As you can see, their writing skills are dramatically improving with the help they’re getting.”

Administrators Provide Update for Closing the Achievement Gap

OPERATION FRIENDSHIP TO BEGIN @ G-P JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Michael Collins received a standing ovation from G-PISD Trustees and attendees at the April 18th 
Board Meeting when he finished a speech during public comment regarding his plans for “Operation 
Friendship.”  His stated his desire to initiate a student-led organization that would promote friendship 
among students and prevent potential instances of bullying.  He began an online Facebook page 
to initiate this movement last year, and has made speeches and presentations in the community.  
This month, he submitted an application and received approval to form a student group at G-P 
Junior High School.  He will invite his fellow students to join and begin meeting in May.

http://www.g-pisd.org/district-info/board-of-trustees/board-recognitions

