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TENNIS COURT CONSTRUCTION BEGINNING SOON @ G-P MIDDLE SCHOOL
Trustees approved plans to build eight new tennis courts at the corner of Wildcat Drive and Buddy 
Ganem Drive (in front of the G-PMS Band Hall). Courts will replace some that are currently in use 
at the vacant G-P Intermediate School campus, a site planned for demolition this Spring to make 
way for construction of the new G-P Middle School. “The location of the new courts fits into future 
plans to eventually make the existing property next to the (Ray Akins Wildcat) Stadium an Athletic 
Complex after the Middle School transitions to a new building,” said Superintendent Dr. Clore. Hellas 
Construction will begin work on the project during Spring Break, pending ideal weather conditions. 

STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL APPLICATIONS DUE FRIDAY, MARCH 29TH

Current 8th through 11th Grade students are encouraged to consider serving on the School Board’s 
Student Advisory Council for the 2019-20 School Year.  This organization meets at G-P High School each 
month during the school year, and provides an opportunity for Trustees and District Administrators to 
discuss District plans and initiatives with students who are willing to provide feedback and ideas for the 
benefit of all students.  Applications are due by 3 p.m. on Friday, March 29th. CLICK HERE to apply today!

SAFETY & SECURITY UPDATES CONTINUE ACROSS G-PISD
“We’ve made significant progress to improve Safety in the last few years,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Paul Clore. “I commend our School Board, Administrators, staff and 
students ... and also our parents and community who have been supportive of this 
effort. While a few changes may result in an inconvenience for some, we are thankful for 
the support we’ve received toward making every learning environment as safe as possible.”  
Most recently, the Board approved a recommendation to continue the use of metal detectors 
at G-P High School following a pilot test this year.  The investment includes a one-time purchase of 
equipment for an estimated $40,000, with a five-year full warranty from the manufacturer. “During 
the pilot phase, we received a lot of feedback from staff and students as well as parents,” said  
Michael Thieme, Director of Safety & Security.  “This has been extremely helpful to us, and we are 
taking those thoughts into consideration as we streamline the process.” Also at G-P High School, 
a new vestibule has been constructed and procedures 
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MAR 11-15 • All Day 
Spring Break | All Campuses
Schools, Offices Closed

MAR 25 • 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
G-PISD Training Center

MAR 29 • 3 p.m.
Student Advisory Council
Application Deadline
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APR 15 • 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
G-PISD Training Center

You can access events 
happening across the school 
district any time on our website.
Just visit g-pisd.org under 
“Calendar” --> “Happening 
Now (Event Calendar)” to find 
campus and district schedules.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
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(Continued on Page 2, “SAFETY, SECURITY”)

DID YOU KNOW ... Discussion for tennis court construction took place during several meetings, as Trustees and Administrators planned for future program needs.

https://www.g-pisd.org/district-info/board-of-trustees/student-advisory-council-application
http://www.g-pisd.org
https://www.facebook.com/gpisdwildcats/
https://twitter.com/GPISD1
http://www.g-pisd.org/


G-P EDUCATION FOUNDATION TO HOST 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR BANQUET
 For the first time, supporters of G-PISD teachers will have 
the opportunity to show that support by attending the 
annual Teacher of the Year Awards Banquet. Sponsorships 
are available, and proceeds will directly support our 
Teachers of the Year as well as all teachers and students 
through the work of the G-P Education Foundation. 
 The event will be held at 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 2, 2019, 
at Northshore Country Club. Those interested in attending 
are encouraged to confirm sponsorship by April 1, 2019. 
 Six teachers will be honored as a Campus Teacher of 
the Year, and two will be announced as the Elementary 
and Secondary Teacher of the Year.  Please CLICK HERE for 
more information, including sponorship benefits and the 
confirmation form to order event sponsorship/tickets.

SAFETY & SECURITY 
(Continued from Page 1)
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tightened at the main 
entrance to improve security.  
Enhancements have also been 
made at all schools, including 
technology upgrades. Safety 
training continues with support 
from our School Resource 
Officers (SROs). Thieme said 
each G-PISD campus has also 
completed at least 10 safety 
drills to date this school year, 
with more to come. “Training is a 
vital part of ensuring we create 
a safe learning environment,” 
said Thieme. “The first step to 
being safe is being prepared. 
We want our students and staff 
to know what do, when to do 
it and how to do it ... so when 
a situation may arise, they 
respond well and stay safe.”

“We also want everyone to 
know how they can help,” 
said Velma Soliz-Garcia, Asst. 
Superintendent for Curriculum 
& Instruction. “Anonymous 
Alerts has been a great tool 
for reporting concerns, and 
we have an email address 
for Safety as well. If you ‘See 
something, say something’ -- 
always -- and let’s teach our 
students to do the same.”  

To submit feedback, email 
safety@g-pisd.org, or submit an 
Anonymous Alert any time at: 
www.g-pisd.org/alerts. 

Other Approvals, Action taken by Trustees in the last month include:
• Approval of Financial Advisory Contract for BOK Financial Securities, Inc.

• Approval of Order of Cancellation for Election Scheduled to be held May 4, 2019 (Unopposed)

• Approval of Bid Award for Wireless Upgrade for T.M. Clark, S.F.  Austin, East Cliff, G-PHS & G-PMS

• Approval of High School Dual Credit Addendum for the 2019-20 Academic School Year

• Action requested by the Board for District Administrators to review Extra/Co-Curricular Programs and 
   the practice of respective activities, procedures
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BOK FINANCIAL ADVISORS REVIEW FUTURE PLANS, BOND CAPACITY
At a special called board meeting on Monday, March 4th, financial advisors presented information to the 
School Board including the benefits received from G-PISD’s fiscal management of past Bonds, as well as 
preliminary information related to capacity for any future Bonds. One of the central points of discussion 
included the District’s recent financial status change to a “Chapter 41” district, and the challenges 
associated with fiscal planning due to anticipated Recapture (or “Robin Hood”) payments that must be 
paid to equalize wealth for a Ch. 41 district as required by law.  Board members and administrators 
will continue to review financial projections as these changes are experienced through time. 2

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS (SROs) PROVIDE TRAINING & SUPPORT

SRO Tom Laughlin speaks to T.M. Clark students about how to recognize and prevent bullying, and protect themselves from strangers. 

https://www.g-pisd.org/g-p-education-foundation
https://www.g-pisd.org/g-p-education-foundation
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