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FAMILY ENGAGEMENT CONFERENCE OFFERS HELPFUL INFO FOR G-P PARENTS
Designed to empower parents with more resources, tools, and techniques to engage 
students in learning at home, the 2nd Annual Family Engagement Conference is an event 
opportunity like none other. This year’s conference held Saturday, January 11th, included 
sessions like STEM-based learning via healthy cooking at home, Skyward know-how and 
grade reporting, free at-home learning resources, tips for connecting home to school,  
student safety at school and home, and much more. Special Agent Heath Hardwick from 
the U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security presented the General Session, which included ways to protect students from online 
dangers via social apps/platforms. With door prize drawings, free child care, no charge for admission or meals at the half-
day event, generous sponsors like Gulf Coast Growth Ventures and State Farm Agent Andrew Aguirre, and our amazing 
attendees, we look forward to future opportunities for family engagement that make G-PISD “A Great Place to Belong.”

DISTRICT CALENDAR APPROVED FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR, 2020-2021
Trustees unanimously approved the District Calendar for next school year (2020-2021) at their regular 
meeting held January 20th, based on the recommendation of the District Site-Based Decision-Making 
(SBDM) Committee and input from teachers, staff, and parents across the District via Campus SBDM 
Committees. Most notably, the calendar includes at least one (1) three-day weekend for students/staff 
each month throughout the school year (either as a result of holidays or scheduled break(s) for this 
purpose). The first day of the new school year will be Thursday, Aug. 13, 2020.  |   CLICK to view calendar!

SCHOOL BOND CALLED AFTER COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
The G-PISD Board of Trustees voted in favor of holding a school bond election at 
a meeting on Feb. 10th. This decision followed a recommendation to call for bond as 
presented by the Facilities Steering Committee on January 20th. Committee Spokeswoman 
Jennifer Baker addressed the Board, with support from Dr. Anne Matula and Stacey Hall, after 
three committee meetings held from Nov. 2019 to Jan. 2020, and prior Community Leadership 
Team meetings in Sept. and Oct. 2019. When the recommendation was presented, Trustees also 
discussed projects that could be added to the Bond list. Following further meetings and discussions, 
the Board called for a bond that will include two propositions:  The first with several projects 
totaling $98 Million, and the second for Technology totaling $9 Million. The bond requires no tax 
rate increase. In 2019, the total tax rate was reduced from $1.35 to $1.26, and the District projects 
further reductions in total tax rate in years to come in part due to industrial development in our 
area. G-PISD will be releasing bond information in the coming weeks, available to access on this 
District web page:  www.g -pisd.org/bond  |  CLICK TO VIEW:  FSC (Committee) Meeting Info / FAQs

        FEBRUARY

FEB 17 • 6 p.m.
Regular School Board Meeting
Training Center @ 1200 Broadway

        MARCH

MAR 5 • 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Spring Open House
All G-PISD Elementary Schools      

MAR 9-13 • Spring Break
G-PISD Campuses, Offices Closed

MAR 26 • Teacher of the Year
6 p.m. @ Northshore CC
Invitation or Sponsorship Req’d
Click for sponsor info!
 
MAR 30 • 6 p.m.
Regular School Board Meeting
Training Center @ 1200 Broadway

You can access events happening 
across the school district any time 
on our website. Just visit g-pisd.org 
under “Calendar” --> “Happening 
Now (Event Calendar)” to find 
campus and district schedules.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
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DID YOU KNOW ...

Parents from across the district attended this year’s conference to stay informed and support their students at home.  CLICK HERE to view event photos!

https://www.g-pisd.org/calendar/district-calendar
http://www.g-pisd.org/bond
http://www.g-pisd.org/FSC
http://www.g-pisd.org/g-pef
http://www.g-pisd.org
https://www.facebook.com/gpisdwildcats/
https://twitter.com/GPISD1
http://www.g-pisd.org/
https://www.g-pisd.org/fec2020


500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Suite 500  |  Corpus Christi, Texas 78401  |  T: 361.288.2900  |  F: 361.288.2920  |  www.harborbridgeproj-
ect.com

Other Approvals, Action taken by Trustees in the last month include:
• Approval of the Amendment to the District of Innovation Plan and Authorization for Administration to move 
  forward with next steps in the state approval process

• Approval to Authorize Administration to prepare a May 2020 Bond Order

• Approval of a Resolution supporting the Development and Implementation of a Comprehensive Industrial 
  Master Plan for San Patricio County, Texas

• Approval of an Addendum to the Project Architect Contract for the new Middle School to Authorize additional 
  design and administration services to add a classroom addition to the scope of the project

• Approval of G-PISD High School CTE & Classroom Addition projects Commissioning Services
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PROGRAMS OF STUDY GUIDE AIDS COLLEGE, CAREER CHOICES @ G-PHS
As G-PISD continues to enhance course offerings for our students each year, plans are also being implemented 
to further promote and provide awareness of career opportunities and the training available at G-P High School. 
One recent update was the creation of a “Programs of Study” guide for parents and students. It outlines High 
School courses and learning opportunities with graphics, charts, and additional information helpful for families 
making these important decisions each year. Beyond the information necessary, it also provides a snapshot of 
some job positions currently available for those who pursue careers in certain program areas. Estimated annual 
income is also provided for job positions listed, and many positions are available in our local area. The 
guide is available on our website, along with other helpful information at: www.g-pisd.org/curriculum 
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SPECIAL ED WORKSTUDY PROGRAM & BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH

Trustees recognized some of our outstanding G-PHS Wildcats participating in B-R-E-A-D-Y, a vocational (work) discovery program for students receiving Special 
Education Services, and Board Members were honored by students for their service to our school district.  CLICK HERE to view more photos and videos!

 Beginning in the next school year (2020-2021), the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) 
formerly granted to Gregory-Portland ISD for one free student breakfast and one free student 
lunch per day will expire. (This change follows three consecutive school years of “free meals” 
given to our students under this limited-time provision that was available due to impacts 
experienced after Hurricane Harvey in 2017.)
 Free and reduced-price meals will still be available for students in families who qualify for 
them based on federal guidelines, however it will be required to apply each year (as in years prior 
to Harvey) to determine eligibility. The application for these meal programs will be available on 
or after July 1, 2020, in advance of the first day of the 2020-2021 school year. (Applications cannot be made available 
any earlier than this date due to federal requirements.)
 In anticipation of the restored meal charges beginning with the first day of school on August 13, 2020, the G-PISD 
Food Services Department also adjusted proposed meal pricing for the 2020-2021 school year to account for inflation 
and rising product costs. This standard review and adjustment occurred annually prior to the granted provision, and 
G-PISD began this process again in the Fall of 2019. Because families were not able to experience minimal annual 
pricing adjustments for the last three years (due to free meals), the School Board voted in favor of the lowest possible 
adjustment, at a minimal increase of $0.10 per meal from the pricing offered in 2016-17. Prior to the vote, Board 
Secretary Carrie Gregory stated she understood that a 10-cent increase (instead of a pricing increase at 30 or 40 cents) 
would mean the Food Services Dept. may need to receive supplemental funding from the District to cover costs: “Still, 
thinking about our parents and their needs ... I think it’s worth covering costs as we can to make things easier on (our 
parents) as we transition out of CEP.”   |  CLICK HERE TO READ MORE and view student meal pricing for 2020-2021.

FEDERAL PROVISION (CEP) EXPIRES, MEAL CHARGES TO RESUME IN 2020-21

Gregory-Portland ISD is home 
to some excellent teachers, and 
the Teacher of the Year program 
honors six of them annually 
(one from each campus). The 
community is invited to sponsor 
and attend this year’s Teacher 
of the Year Banquet to celebrate 
the following educators whose 
achievements are many, and who 
have earned the admiration of 
their peers, students and families:

Tena Walls | G-P High School
Darren Campion | G-P Middle School
Stephanie Duran | East Cliff ES
Heather Shores-Price | S.F. Austin ES
Roxie Yebra | T.M. Clark ES
Meredith Pena | W.C. Andrews ES

Help celebrate these outstanding 
teachers, and confirm your 
sponsorship or ticket purchase 
to join us Thursday, March 26, 
2020, at 6 p.m. at Northshore 
Country Club. Attendees will enjoy 
dinner and a presentation with 
an insider’s view of the difference 
these teachers make each day!

Proceeds benefit our Teachers 
of the Year through the 501(c)
(3) nonprofit G-P Education 
Foundation, as well as its mission 
to support students and teachers 
through funding innovative 
educational programs (i.e. 
classroom grants), scholarships 
for students, and recognizing 
teaching excellence.  Confirm 
sponsorship: g-pisd.org/g-pef

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
BANQUET | MARCH 26th

https://www.g-pisd.org/departments-services/curriculum-assessment
https://www.g-pisd.org/district-info/board-of-trustees/board-recognitions
https://www.g-pisd.org/uploaded/_District/News/Food_Services/02142020_-_Standard_Meal_Plans_Restored_at_G-PISD_for_2020-2021_(Final).pdf?1581615519903
https://www.g-pisd.org/g-p-education-foundation
https://www.g-pisd.org/g-p-education-foundation/g-p-gives-for-kids

