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ITEMS TO COVER 

• Requirements for Foundation High School 

Program

• Course Selection Process for G-PHS



GRADUATION PLANS

Foundation High School Program (FHSP) 

with Endorsement 

26 credits

Required for students entering 9th grade in 2014-2015 and 
beyond!



FOUNDATION GRADUATION PLAN 

WITH ENDORSEMENT

Subject Credits

English Language Arts
• English I
• English II
• English III
• 4th Year English Course

4.0

Mathematics
• Algebra I
• Geometry
• 3rd Year Mathematics Course
• 4th Year Mathematics Course

4.0



FOUNDATION GRADUATION 
PLAN WITH ENDORSEMENT

Subject Credits

Science
• Biology
• IPC, Chemistry or Physics
• 3rd Year Science Course
• 4th Year Science Course

4.0

Social Studies
• World Geography
• World History
• US History
• US Government (1/2 credit)
• Economics (1/2 Credit)

4.0



FOUNDATION GRADUATION 

PLAN WITH ENDORSEMENT

Subject Credits

Physical Education 1.0

Languages Other Than English 2.0

Fine Arts 1.0

Electives 6.0



2023-2024 GPHS COURSE GUIDE

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1674496379/gpisdorg/iwmtegzxd4to

92xp1f67/GPHSCourseCatalog2023-24.pdf

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1674496379/gpisdorg/iwmtegzxd4to92xp1f67/GPHSCourseCatalog2023-24.pdf


WHAT IS AN 

ENDORSEMENT?

Endorsement = Career Interest and Goals



WHAT IS AN 

ENDORSEMENT?

● Elective courses related to career interests and goals

● A student may earn an endorsement by successfully 

completing:

○ Curriculum requirements

○ And endorsement electives



Endorsement Options



STEM ENDORSEMENT 

OPTIONS• Option 1: CTE 

• Option 2: Computer science 

• Option 3: Math (5 total credits)

• Option 4: Science (5 total credits)

• Option 5: Combination

Required Courses:
Algebra II, Chemistry, & Physics



BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 

ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS

• Option 1: CTE 

• Option 2: English (4 credits that include 3 levels in Adv. 

Journalism or Debate)

• Option 3: Combination



PUBLIC SERVICE 

ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS

• Option 1: CTE 

• Option 2: NJROTC (take 4 NJROTC courses)



ARTS & HUMANITIES 

ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS

• Option 1: Social Studies (5 Social Studies credits)

• Option 2: Foreign Language – Same language (4 levels of Spanish) 

• Option 3: Fine Arts

• Option 4: English (4 credits in English IV, Creative Writing, 

Humanities, AP English Lit, AP Eng Lang)



MULTIDISCIPLINARY 

ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS

• Option 1: Advanced CTE

• Option 2: Four by Four 

• Option 3: AP or Dual Credit – 4 credits



GETTING STARTED

Course Selection Process



COURSE SELECTION PROCESS

● Counselors presented to your students Monday, February 
6 and sent home instructions to complete their courses on 
XELLO.

● Student & Parents will log into XELLO and get this 
completed for individual student meetings with 
their counselor later in the week.

● Each school year, counselors will meet with each grade 
level to review 4-year plans, graduation requirements, and 
endorsements as they enter schedules for the next school 
year.



ENDORSEMENT DECISION

• Each student shall specify in Skyward the endorsement the student 

intends to earn upon entering Grade 9.

• Student will log into their Skyward account. 

• Students have the opportunity to change endorsements 

during high school.  Schedules may only change at 

semesters pending approval/space



• On left hand side they will click on Endorsements tab.  At the top they will 

click “declare and endorsement”

• Select the endorsement they want to choose from the drop-down menu.  Then 

check “I agree” and it will auto sign and date for them.  Then they will hit “save”.



• After student chooses their Endorsement, parent will log into Family Access 

and click on Endorsement tab



• click “I agree” and it will auto sign and date for you.  Then hit 

“submit”.



WHAT CLASSES SHOULD I 

TAKE?

Things to consider 

when building your 

schedule



BENEFITS OF ADVANCED / AP / DUAL 

CREDIT CORE CLASSES

• Exposes students to a challenging/rigorous 
curriculum to prepare for college-level/post-
secondary curriculum in future years

• Increase student’s overall GPA

• Helps students prepare for Advanced 
Placement/Dual Credit courses

• Improve performance on standardized 
assessments

• Helps you/parents save $$$$



DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF 

ACHIEVEMENT

A student may earn a Distinguished Level of Achievement by 

successfully completing:

• The graduation requirements for the Foundation 

Graduation Plan with an Endorsement

• One of the credits in mathematics must include Algebra II.

*** In order to be considered for the Top 10% 
Automatic Admission to a public university in Texas, a 
student must graduate with the Distinguished Level of 

Achievement ***



PROMOTION STANDARDS

Grade Level Standards

9 • Jr. High 
Promotion/Placement

10 • 6 credits

11 • 12 credits

12 • 19 credits



Sample  

Transcript

*this can be found in 

your student 

skyward account 

under report 

cards/portfolio



PRE-REQUISITES 

• Always check the course you are selecting for 

prerequisites.

• All Math courses after Algebra I have a prerequisite of 

Algebra I.  If a student doesn’t pass Algebra I, they won’t 

be able to move on to their next math course.      



CTE (CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PAGE 53 OF 
COURSE GUIDE)



CTE VIDEO 
https://vimeo.com/6683
88812

https://vimeo.com/668388812




For more information about CTE 

Programs of Study or the P-TECH 

program please contact:

Hilda Salinas – hsalinas@g-pisd.org

G-PHS P-TECH Website

https://www.g-pisd.org/ptech
(Application for the program is on the website)

mailto:hsalinas@g-pisd.org
https://www.g-pisd.org/ptech


Pathways in Technology Early College High Schools

P-TECH – What is it?

• P-TECH provides students with a seamless path from high school, to 
post-secondary education, to employment.

• Students enrolled in the P-TECH program work toward an associate 
degree while gaining hands-on work experience.

• Through the GPISD P-TECH program, our Wildcats are provided the 
opportunity to earn dual credit (high school and college credits) 
while enrolled in high school classes as well as Del Mar College 
classes.

• P-TECH establishes a pathway to Nursing school or other health 
science related fields. It also provides an opportunity for students to 
earn multiple Industry Based Certifications.



P-TECH POINTS TO PONDER

• The Class of 2026 will be the first 
cohort of P-Tech graduates!

• EKG, Phlebotomy, Patient 
Care Technician, & EMT are 
Industry-based 
certification options offered 
through the G-P P-Tech program

• Most P-TECH courses will be at 
the GPHS campus, and some 
may require travel to Del 
Mar College.

• The #1 industry for high-demand, 
high-wage, & high-growth careers 
in the Coastal Bend Workforce 
Region is Health Science?

• P-Tech students experience 
hands-on work-
based learning each year of 
enrollment



P-TECH 
REGISTRATION 
IS NOW OPEN

• Registration is open now 

until the closing date of 

AUGUST 1, 2023

• Incoming 9th graders are 

welcome to complete the 

registration link found on 

the GPISD P-TECH 

webpage.



P-TECH Options Comparison









High 
School 

Specifics



TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR 

GRADUATION

Students take STAAR EOC (End-of Course) assessments 
for courses in which they are enrolled as part of their 
graduation requirement.  The five (5) EOC assessments for 
graduation are:

• English I

• English II

• Biology

• Algebra I

• US History

**Students must earn an “Approaches” score on each of 
the five (5) assessments. 



In Summary



8TH GRADE SCHEDULING 

• After counselors meet with students and assist them in entering 

their schedule into XELLO, have your student log into their 

account and double-check their course requests.

• The future schedule will only be open for editing during a one-

week window, February 10-17, 2023. 

• Please note that the master schedule and staffing for the 

following school year is built based upon student requests 

during the previous year.  

• All requests for changes  must be submitted via e-mail from a 

parent or guardian by the last day of the spring semester (May 

25, 2023) to the appropriate counselor.



QUESTIONS

Holli West A-Ga hwest@g-pisd.org

Sandra Corpus Ge-O scorpus@g-pisd.org

Eileen Harley P-Z eharley@g-pisd.org

Catherine Teel College and 

Career

cteel@g-pisd.org

Yolanda Trevino Counselor’s 

Secretary

ytrevino@g-pisd.org

Shelly Elizalde Academic Dean selizalde@g-pisd.org

Hilda Salinas CTE Coordinator hsalinas@g-pisd.org

Frances(Franny) 

Hernandez

CTE Secretary fhernandez2@g-pisd.org



Thank you for attending to learn about 

the graduation plan and course 

selection process for Gregory-Portland 

High School


